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CHAP. XXI. 



One day as I was passing into our dwell- 
ing, I took notice of a white circle on th« 
under side of the archway of the cavern ; 
as I had not observed it before, I was not 
B little curious to find out the cause. On 
viewing it with some attention, I observed 
now and then a kind of brown wasp come 
in with a bit of the same matter and fix it 
to the circle, by this means enlarging its 
dimensions; so that from about three ihchet 
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diameter, in the course of a few days it 
was the size of a large punch bowL They 
now began to narrow it again, giving it 
somewhat the form of a bottle with a pro- 
jecting neck, still working downwards, so 
that by the time it was finished it was near 
a foot in length, leaving only a small hole 
sufficient for one to enter at a time. The 
women wanted to knock it down, lest they 
might sting the children^ but I £orbade 
them. 

When some time after I found all the 
wa^ had forsaken it, I bid Harry cut it 
down c^efully with a knife ; and when I 
came to examine th€ iQlernal structure, 
nothing could be more curious. The ceils 
were ranged circularly^ one within the 
other^ so that it formed one complete spi- 
ral line; m substance it resembled our 
coarse white paper, but much stronger, 
and did not weigh above an cmnce or two 
at most. 
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There is a sort of insect here of a verj 
odd form, being in length about four inches^ 
yet so verj slim in one part that it is not 
much thicker than a small thread ; it has 
eight very long kgs, and two horns six 
inches in fength, tapering to such a smaU 
point, that it is as fine as the lines of a 
cobweb to appearance. The whole insect, 
wings and all, is the colour of the fine steel 
of the watch spring ; but what is more sin- 
gular is its smell, no rose can have a finer 
scent. It has the power of folding up these 
horns in joints, or can at pleasure lay them 
both flat at length backwards in a direct 
line. 

There is another sort which resembles a 
wasp, but three times its size, and in co- 
lour like amber, with a yellow head. I 
sever could see above one of them at a 
time. Its manner of life differs from that 
of other insects of the same class ; it bur-' 
rows in any dry and sandy place, to th^ 
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tlepth of a foot or more ; to this kind of 
jcell he brings ail his prey, being very vo* 
racious after all sorts of flies, which he 
catches either on the wing or by strata- 
gem, when they are on a leaf. Having two 
Jegs longer than the rest, he carries his prey 
.^between his feet, and, by a movement in 
.the joints of those two long legs, he poises 
4he load if it proves rather heavy. When 
he brings home his prey and has descended 
"below, you shall hear a kind of noise the 
fwhole time, like a person drawing the bow 
jof a fiddle over the smaller strings ; when 
.this stops, you may expect his return. On 
his coming up he proceeds to work with 
Jiis two long feet backward, and in a short 
4ime covers the entrance so curiously that 
the place is not to be observed ; and should 
.you make any alteration so as to deceive 
;faim, yet has he the sagacity soon to find 
4t out I have opened several of these re«> 
|>6sitorjie8, and have found at the bottom 
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several small ceUs^ in each of whidi were 
found insects of different kinds. 

Now we are on the subject of insects, I 
will mention another sort with which we 
were sometimes amused. It was a kind 
of large beetle, of a black colour. This iut 
sect, whenever it finds the dung of any ani* 
mal, or other kind of pulpy offal, it there 
takes up its residence until the whole be 
consumed ; but as the planner, of providing 
for itself is somewhat curious, I shall give 
it to the reader. It always flies by night; 
or late in the evening, and has a wonders 
ful instinct in finding out the above-men<4 
tioned substances; and if the surface of 
the eJEirth be hot too hard, it begins to work 
down through the centre of the mass to a 
considerable depth, bringing up the loose 
earth ; this it lays all on one side till it has 
completed the work ; then it begins to ga^ 
ther it up, as one would do hay or straw. 
When it has as miich as it can grasp, it 
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walks backward with it to tlie edge of the 
hole, throw? itself backward, load and all, 
and thus tumbles to the bottom of its cell ; 
it then returns again and acts in the same 
manner till it has industriottsiy collected 
the whole. If yon dig down sometime a& 
ter, you shall find the whole mass curipns^ 
ly made up into a round ball, and very close- 
ly packed together. When you break thi» 
ball, in the centre is to be seen its young 
embryo, and as that comes to maturity, its 
food is already provided, and it begins to 
eat the internal part, the old one does the 
same by the external, so that by the time 
they have eaten up the whde, the young 
one is become capable of providing for it«- 
self. But if the quantity should prove too 
smaD, the old one goes in search of m€rre» 
and flies home with it to the cell, continu- 
ally, till the young has acquired sufficient 
strength to go abroad. It then carries the 
young black bantling in its arms^ as I may 
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t kefi and leaves it to protide for itself, hav- 
' kig discharged all the duties of a parent. 
To return to mj Journal. About the hit^ 
ter end of August, Harry had a daughtei* 
bom, «id be efaose she should be called 
Liuta, after my poor wife, his sister. Ak 
Somer and I were joking together about 
{NToviding a fortune for our children out of 
the treasure we had found, which, consi- 
dering it as of little use in our present si^ 
tuatum, we called dross, Owen happened 
to stand by us at the time listening to our 
discourse, and said, <* father, there is dross 
of that kind in the great bH)le book.*^ 

^< I know that,"" said I; thinking he 
meant the dasps, 

^ No, not the dasps,^ he said. 

^ Hold your fooU A tongue,^ I cried. 

« Indeed, father,** said the boy, " there 
is dross in the boards of it.*** 

<' Indeed T said I. «< Well, then, So- 
^oer, let us examine into this*^ 
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When we c^ne to open the bible, the 
child at once shewed us. the place within 
the coyer, where I conld plainly see some- 
thing shining^ wfaich^ on examination, I 
found to be a piece of coim I then went 
to w(Nrk, got it out and found it to be a 
moidore; and on further search found a 
range of them ; we then turned up the 
other lid, and found the same. This made 
us pause and look at each other. 

*' Now," said I, " I perfectly under^ 
atand what the author of those lines writ-, 
ten in the cover intended by the precaution 
of not parting with it ; had old Organ been 
iiirise enough to fathom this, he would not 
have suffered me to make the purchaseJ* 
Somer laughed heartily at this. In both 
covers there were not less than sixty moi- 
dores. 

Perhaps this book had been presented to 
a spendthrift ; and the giver had ingenious* 
ly taken this method to supply his want% 
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when, hj his application to this book, his 
mind might be in a better state to receive 
the benefit ; little thinking that it would 
ever find its way to this remote part of the 
world, and fall into the hands of persons 
who could actually make no use of it, and 
would prize the book infinitely beyond the 
xichesof the cover. 

Soon after this a droll chrcumstance hap^ 
pened. As Harry and I were walking in 
the woods, I observed a kind of vine grow- 
ing up a large tree, and hung full of a kind 
of beaqs. I asked him if they were fit to 
eat. He said the Indians ale them some^ 
times. . The pods of these beans were a 
foot in length, and about the breadth of 
a Windsor bean, but much flatter, and the 
bean small in proportion to the pod. As 
they were nearly ripe, we gathered a hand* 
ful or two, and carried them home. I then 
stripped them, and stowed them away in a 
locker that Somer had made. It happen^ 
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ed a few days after tfast I seated myself oft 
this box, wilen, oA a suddeii, such a loud 
report w^nt oif, tiiat I got itp and ran out^ 
quite surprised. The wom^n came to in^ 
quire what the noise meant ; but on Har- 
ry's lifting up the lad of the ioeker, we 
were saluted with sueh a roHey^ some of 
them jumped out, and altogether made s^ 
great a clatter, that our peaceable dwdKng 
was Kke a stormed baUery. 

On Che 4di of December, as Palty and 
Jessy w€re on the hill gathering some 
leaves to cure a bum, they came down in 
a hurry, and informed us that there w^e 
many large boats on the water. We ran 
up tfie hiU, and saw seven large vessels, 
with three others of a smaller size, atl 
standing to.ihf^:i0ijk^i< They were very far 
out, so I took Buy glass^ und found them to 
be large ships, and the smaller ones with 
two masts. As the wind was at west, and 
but little of it>, they remaSaied in sight for 
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jereral hom^ and lo Ibe -eTening we h«ard 
a gun. Harrj 4uqm1 I tliea took another 
look, and found them all hnddled tegetber. 
Early the next daj wt went up again, and 
could imt just discern them with the glass i 
aiki in about two hours lost aight of them 
entireij. I have no doubt bat it was ' si 
squadron of kings ships, and most probai* 
bly belonging to Spain. The next day we 
saw a large sloop standing the same waj^ 
which I suppose belonged to them. 

Sonter now took it into his bead that 
they were in search of us, upon the infor- 
mation of the Irish captain, or some of his 
people. I bid him never fear that We 
were not of svfiicient consequence to excite 
so much attention. It was hardly worth 
the viceroy^s while to fit out such a squa- 
dron for no better purpose than to rout a 
couple of poor jaek-tars. If they had a 
mind to attack us, a ^mall armed launch 
would be quite sufficient to do our bttsi> 
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ness, therefore we need not give ourselves 
the least uneasiness on this subject. 

Now, though my reason was fully satis- 
fied with what I told him, yet I must con- 
fess, when I heard the gun, and saw them 
all huddled together, my mind was hur^ 
ried, and I felt something like fear that 
we might some way or other be the obr 
jects of their attention. The moment I 
began to exercise my judgment upon it^ 
every apprehension was at once discarded* 
Had they known of our treasure, our fears 
might not have been wholly groundless ; 
and theii, indeed, as that treasure, would 
-have been their only object, they would 
have taken what was of no use to us, and 
have left us naked and happy as before. 
. Once or twice a year we were visited by 
numbers of pigeons of two sorts, viz. bald^ 
pates and sprig-»tails. I should have men- 
tioned them before, but for want of am* 
munition I CQuld never reach them; so 
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ihey passed unheeded. The bald-pates^ 
as I call them, did not breed with us, as i 
Believe ; for I never could discover any of 
their nests. The bird is small, and coal- 
black, except the poll or scalp, that being 
quite white, the feet and bill crimson, with 
red circles round the eyes. The sprig-tail 
is a very fine bird, about the size of the 
English wood-pigeon or quist, and much 
resembles that species. When they fly, 
the tail appears as terminating in one long 
point. This bird is so swift of flight, that it 
is almost impossible to follow them with 
the eye ; and if I was to mention the dis* 
tance I think they will make in a minute> 
it would seem incredible. The Indians 
assert they can fly above one thousand 
miles in twenty-four hours, without once 
resting. Owagamy told me their people 
had shot them, with a kind of red beny 
<quite fresh in them, early in a morning ; 
iiv'hich berries were not to be met with 
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wilbin two moons wftlfc of their plaee, far 
sway to the soiilli-west* 

Now I am speakiag c»f these bircb^ I 
will mention another tpecies of pi|^on, or 
partridge, for it seems to partake of each 
kind. In we it is like the partridge^ sh<^ 
luad (nil ; but as to its odours, I hare not 
word^ to express their bcantiftil variety, 
V^ny of which change as yon look at 
them» with the slightest motion. The In* 
diaos call it a deceiver, and with some pro* 
priety. They are never to be seen in any 
e:(posed place, but in the hilly conntry, 
among rocks and bushes. They take but 
V short flight, as tbey depend much on 
gunning, and are so exceedingly subtle, 
that if they are pursued, they will squat 
behind any small stone, so that you may 
know to an inch where the bird is, yet 
cannot shoot it; therefore they must be 
taken either running or on the wing, no 
other means answering the purpose. These 
birds are very excellent dainties. 
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About the end of Deeesiber my slupmat^ 
Somer began to fall eif agaiB, and he de* 
eliaed 90 Cast, that in a rerj abort time he 
became nothing but skin and bone. I 
knew not what to do; I had not skill 
encMigh to give him any relief At lengthy 
bojrever^ by Harry^s ftdvice, I pr(^aed 
they should take a journey to visit the In* 
dians, thinking the change of air might 
prove of some beiM&fit to him. He was 
pleaaed with the proposal, and soon after^ 
havii^ fMted a little strength, undertook 
the jouraey. I was unwilling to part with 
him, and yet it appeared this excursion 
was the only chante of recovering his 
health. I bad a sincere regard for him^ 
and would have given all our hidden trea« 
sttire to have restored him. Hiurry was to 
accompany him; and when the time of 
their departure came, he earnestly request- 
ed me, if he should not live to return, to 
be a father to his child. I made him easy^ 
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by giving him every assurance of my most 
afTectionate regard, and that I would dis- 
charge the trust as truly as if it was my 
own child. On the morrow they prepared 
to depart, not without the greatest con* 
cern on all sides. I proposed that he should 
take his wife Eva with him, and the child» 
as perhaps she might prove of service in 
the journey. This was agreed to, and they 
went off tolerably cheerful. I had enough 
to do to administer consolation to those 
who remained. Where the society is but 
of one family, the attachments are very 
strong : Patty and Job were in great la- 
mentation ; my son in tears ; and Harry 
the worst of all, for he had a sincere affec- 
tion, almost amounting to veneration, for 
Somer, which was returned with equal ten- 
derness. Having lost our very sincere 
friend, it was some time before we could 
return to our usual occupations with any 
tolerable composure; when necessity did 
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nol. require immediate exertion^ ve moped 
uhovA without objeet or employment. I 
made frequent and melaiiekoly reflections ; 
that perhaps I might nerer see mj friend^s 
face more. I was sorrj that I had pro- 
posed the journej which separated us, 
though expressly for hb benefit ; perhaps he 
might die in the woods and might want m j 
assistance when I was fiir from him. These 
and a thousand other tormenting thoughts 
haunted my fancy, and made me at times 
extremely miserable. My wife did every 
thing to cheer and comfort me, and to her 
kind attentions I was indebted for the little 
tranquillitj^ I enjoyed. 

Thus was I forced to drag my time 
idong. Fatty was greatly dejected ; she had 
now two young children. As I expected 
to hear from, or see them in about a months 
when that time had elapsed, I became v«ry 
uneasy ; considering that he was dead ; that 
he had yielded his last breath fi^r Irgm 
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Iiome, and without the possibilitj of mj 
performing the last mournful offices for 
him. This affected me greatlj. It hap- 
pened about this time that my wife roused 
me suddenly iii the night, saying she heard 
a conch. I started up to light a torch, then 
called Patty. I was fearful my wife had 
i>een dreaming, and questioned her on the 
subject. She said she had certainly heard it, 
and could not be deceived, as she was broad 
awake I took « shell and gave a loud 
blast ; shortly after it was answered from 
a great distance. An ugiy thought now 
perplexed my mind, that probably this 
sound might not proceed from friends. 
When this oiice took possession of me, it 
almost rendered me incapable of action. 
Presently I heard the sound again;; I then 
at once made up my mind to tlie^exigence, 
and determined to await the issue with 
manly fortitude. By this time the morn-> 
ing began tope^p, which gave me new spt- 
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titsw I ordered a good fire to be made up, 
and then gave another blast, which was 
presently answered, and hj the sound I 
knew they were riot far off. We stood by 
the fire for some time, then sounded again, 
and were answered as from the lagoon. On 
this I gave a shout, and was answered by 
Harry^s well known voice. We all ran 
down immediately to the landing place^ 
and waited till they came in. The first 
who jumped on shore was Owagamy. It 
was now so light that Z could distinguish 
the number of persons, though not perfect- 
ly recognise them. I called out with great 
impatience, *< Where is my shipmate So- 
mer?* 

<« Here he is,^ cried Harry. 

He then landed. My heart was so full 
I could not speak ; I took him in my arms ; 
I could not express myself then, nor can I 
now describe of what kind my sensations 
were for the moment. A painful yet pleti- 
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suraUe tumult occttpied my senses ; I had 
Beilber eyes nor ears but for tbe objeet be** 
fore me; yet was there a eertabi coinfusion 
in my ideas that de|H*iired me of the facul- 
ty of expressing the satisfaction I felt for 
hb return. I led him to my habitation ; 
and as I began to recovor myself, to my 
great surprise I saw another white man, 
a Spaniard as I believed. This startled me 
much; but the pleasure I now began to 
express for my friend'^s return absorbed 
every other consideration, and I took no 
further notice at the time. Somer then 
told me that he had been much worse, or 
should have returned sooner ; but he was 
resolved, whether his time was long or 
shorty that he would live and ^e with me 
his good friend. 

I now began td o^ffiider that the secret 
of my residence on this coast was discover* 
ed to the Spaniards, and that all hope of 
future ^comfort was banished for ever. I 
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put ike best face I could on the mailer, 
•ad asked Harry bow maoy vet e in comp^ 
nj with him ; he said ten. <^ Welcome ail,^ 
I replied. Then taking the Spaniard, as I 
conceived him to be, hj the hand, said» 
*^ And, pray, who is this stranger ?^ 
- .What was my astonishment when he an* 
awered me himseif in plain English, ^^ A 
poor unfortunate wanderer, kmg lost to 
^1 comfort." 

. <^ The more welcome to my peaceful ha^ 
bitation,^ cried I ; *> I took you for a Spa» 
niard ; you may judge how agreeably I 
am surprised to find you my awn eountry* 
man. You will now consider yourself as 
one of my family; but, pray, what part 
of Great Britain gave you birth ?" 

^< I was born in the shire of Buchan,^ 
said he 4 ^ my name is Norman fieli."* 

♦* Well, then,"* replied ly " my good 
friend, make yourself easy here ; you are 
under mj protection ^ apd if in any thing 
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I can contribute to jour future happiness, 
you may at all timea command my best 
services^" 

At this moment my aiffections were sa 
divided amongst my family, that I scarcely 
knew how to conduct myself. Patty and 
Job were overjoyed; poor Eva was- rC'- 
counting her troubles, to Jessy, with tears 
in her eyes ; ipynew friend gazing around 
like a man on enchanted ground; Owaga- 
my and others were chatting with my wife> 
and little Owen and Harry were busy ex^ 
plaining every thing to the rest.^ Such was 
the scene, before me^ It was now broad 
day. I desired Patty to get some; water ia 
one of the yabbas, and then, made some 
weak toddy to refresh the travellers. When 
presented to Bell,, he declined it, saying^ he 
had not touched any spirits for a very long 
time. The rest regaled themselves. My 
wife prepared them beds of palmetto leaves^ 
on which they slept soundly and pleaaantf^ 
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Iy» I told Hany that in consequence of 
80 large a company he must go to thd crawl 
for turtle ; which he did with another In- 
dian, and when thej returned it was kilU 
ed and dressed for our entertainment. 

When mj two friends, Somer and Bell, 
were awakened, I joined them, and we 
went together to the Indians. I was re- 
solved to give the latter as much of my 
company as possible, to prevent any jea« 
lousy that I was willing to pay more re- 
spect to those of my own colour than to 
them. Somer said he found himself in an 
unusual flow of spirits, a sensation he had 
not felt for a long time ; this exhilarated 
me likewise; and after 'our meal, we all 
enjoyed our pipes together, and were the 
largest company of puffers that had been 
collected at one time at my habitation since 
my first landing. I asked Mr Bell how 
long be had been with our good friends the 
Indians.. He said not above three weeks ; 
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and bad enjojcd more comfort dvritig thftt 
time, bj the conversation with mj friend 
Somer, than for many jears past. He add* 
ed, that he had giten him so favourable an 
opinion of me, that he bad a great desircr 
to see me. 

I itow took an opportmiity and shtfwed 
to Owagamj some of the teeth We had 
founds and desired to hav« his opinion con^^ 
cerning them. They were handed all round 
4he company ; and after they had eonfer*^ 
red together for some time in their own 
language, Owagamy told Harry that both 
his father and himself had seen them oftett, 
and that he knew of a deep valley wherein 
%^ere many of them> bat it was far to the 
aouth. He never could learn that any of 
their old people had seen one of the ani- 
mals alive ; but it was reported that they 
had white horAs as long as an Indian, f<^ 
that some old people related they had seen 
the horns, particularly one <»lfed old Wa» 
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riboon, a great hunter, who had kept one 
of them a long time by him ; but as he 
lived at a great distance from them, they 
had never seen it. Upon this, an Indian, 
whose name was Kayoota, said his father 
had seen it so many times, holding up his 
fingers. From all which we gathered that 
the beast in question nmst be an elephant, 
and that the horns they mentioned were 
the teeth of the animal. How the race 
became extinct we could not divine, unless 
the natives had,, at some remote time, conw 
bined together to extirpate them. And 
this seemed to be almost impossihle, as the 
jcontinent was so very extensive, and the 
inhabitants at any time but thinly scatter* 
ed over the face of it, and many of them 
thousands of miles asunder. Such an a- 
greement, therefore, could hardly ever have 
taken place between tribes so tvidely sqia- 
Xftted from each other, and without aa|f 
<wnmon centre of union. 
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CHAP, xxa 

PODftTXEMTH TSAR OF MT BJCSIOllVCE. 

Nothing worthy of recording happened 
from the time mj new friend Bell came to 
reside with us. It was now the montlt 
of June, and by mj computation I had 
been here thirteen years complete. I shall 
now give a short account of him, as I had 
it from his own mouth. His father, Anr 
gus Bell, was bom in West Lothian,, and 
Iiad travelled the country as a pedlar. He 
died when his son was but ten years of age. 
Soon after his father^s death, he was 
|ilaced with a carpenter in the shire of Fife, 
his mother being from those parts. When 
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lie was ftbout fifteen, he ran awaj, and got 
on board a Tcssei that traded to the eaat 
country. After that he took several trips 
from Aberdeen U^ L<mdon. During the 
war be went several cruizes^ was taken and 
carried into St Maloes^ where he laj in pri^ 
son a kmg time^ and amused himsielf duiw 
ing his. imprisonment, by learning to play 
on the German flute of a fellow prisonei^ 
whose name was James. Alexander, a coun- 
tryman of his. Whea^an exchange took 
place, he came again to London, and en^ 
tered on board a ship bound for New York, 
On h^ return,, having a great inclination to 
music^ he practised the French horn and 
trumpet, and by a foolish prank of wrest* 
Ung, received a hurt on his back, which 
rendered him unfit to. follow the sea at that 
time. 

Sometime after this he feU in with a. set 
of puppeUshow people, who finding; he 
could blow the French horn and trumpet> 
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engaged hhn in their serrice* He rery 
i^edily rose to the dignity of Merrj An^ 
drew, and trareUed over a great part of 
England^ Wales^and Ireland, in their, com* 
pan J. Being fond of variety, his next ew- 
{fagement was with a quack doctor; he tra^ 
▼eUed two years with him in the same c»- 
pacity, and took every opportunity of shew- 
ing off his tricks for the benefit of his jna»> ' 
ter and himself. He said he was an exc^ 
lent mimic,^ and could with ease take off 
the French, Dutch, Irish, Welch, &c. && 
Being now perfectly cured of his strain, 
and coming to the city of Bristol, his in- 
clination for the sea again prevailed; he 
«hipp^d himself, w^s once more taken by 
the French, and carried into Leoganei, 
3vhere he lay so long in prison,, that in 
order to procure his liberty, he engaged 
with (me captain Raiz, a Spaniard, then 
hound to Carthagena. With him he conti- 
liued for some time> and went afterwards 
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to Mftracaybo ; {rmn wktch plaee be follows 
«d the coasting trade, and chance brottght 
him acquainted with an old Irishman, nam** 
ed M^Gill, under whom be studied, and 
made some profid^cj in the Spanish Ian* 
guage. The old man tM him one dajr^ 
that if he had an inclination to be married 
he could reeammend him to a good match^ 
and be was pretty sure he wcHild succeed^ 
as he had heard the person exprens as 
much when he was sounding with Pant»« 
ga^s trumpet. *^ I suppose you mean Mat ia 
Bela, the mulatto girl ?"" « Yes,'' he repKed^ 
^> and she is possessed of four or fire slares^ 
a good house, and money likewise.^ 
. He took the old man's advice^ and speeds 
ily married her ; he lived very happily with 
her about five years, and then the Padres 
were very troublesome with him on the score 
of religion, trying by every possible means to 
draw him to their persuasicm. He, however^ 
resisted all their importunities, but little 
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thought what a cloud was hanging over his 
head, ready to burst, and invdve him in 
destruction. He had for some time sus- 
pected his wife^s fidelity; and one day as 
he was returning from a sloop he had pur- 
chased, bis suspicions were in a degree 
confirmed, that father Martin was some- 
what more thim confessor to his lady. 
The high reputation and power of this 
priest, enjoined him to silence from the 
most prudential motives ; however he took 
the first opportunity his wife gave him of 
remonstrating with her, and inveighed 
against the reverend iadier for his lewd- 
ness and hypocrisy, in no very qualified 
terms. A pretty fellow to think of con- 
verting him to the catholic religion, who 
made no scruple of violating its most sacred 
ordinances. The church had enjoined ce- 
libacy on the clergy, that their minds, ab- 
stracted from all carnal desires, should in- 
dulge only in divine contemplations ; and 
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their liTes be spent in the chaste and pious 
performance of the dnties of their holy- 
function. Under the sanction of dreir order 
they were admitted into families at all 
times and in all places, from which others 
of their sex were excluded. To convert this 
privilege to the purposes of seduction or 
violation of the marriage bed, was a scandal 
to the religion they professed, a mockery 
of God^s ordinances, and a contempt of the 
civil institutions by which society is held 
together. They deserved to be made severe 
instances of offended justice, when instead 
of teaching others by their precepts and ex- 
ample, by the purity of their doctrine, and 
the sanctity of their manners, they became 
general corrupters, and lived in the open 
practice of the most abominable vices, in 
defiance of common decency, and above 
the controul of secular authority. This ef- 
fusion of bis justifiable resentment against 
the rev^end father confessor, was not lost 
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npmi his unworthy partner, Ae treasiired 
up every word of h, and gave it again to 
the Padre, mritfa some slight additions aad 
variations to answer her purpose. From 
this momefit he was never suffered to en^. 
joy one motnenf s peace. His obstinacy in 
resisting the pious exhortations of the 
fathers, in respect to his religious princj>> 
pies, was r^uresested to his superiors in 
the most unfavourable colours ; his here* 
tical opinions were considered as injurious 
to the state, and a plot was laid to deprive 
him of his lUserty, if not of his life. Hav* 
ing good intelligence of what was going 
forward, he resolved to give them the slip, 
and have^ a fair run for it. To carry this 
scheme into execution, it was necessary to 
veil his purpose under the appearance and 
profession of the most profound submission 
to the reverend fathers, and by expressing 
a willingness to take their arguments for 
his conversion into his most aerious consist 



d by Google 



P&NROSrS JOURNALS tS 

deration. Craftj* and cunning as they 
were, he had the art of completely deceiv-* 
ing them ; and about the time he was td 
hkve been received into the bosom of the 
holy churchy with due formality, he dis- 
guised himself, and by a hasty and success* 
ful flight, put an end to his hypocrisy and 
their persecution. He left his fair rib with- 
out the slightest compunction, and under 
various characters travelled some thousand 
miles. Having health, spirits, and a fund 
of humour, he continued to make himself 
well received every where ; he could sing, 
play, and perform a number of tricks ; he 
passed for an Italian, and gave himself th^ 
name of Giovanetti ; sometimes he put on 
the air of a slighted lover, and would sing 
love sonnets, and accompany himself; at 
other times he would tell merry tales, and 
divert his hearers with romantic accounts 
of his travels and adventures. Thus he 
rambled* about for four yekrs, until "chance 
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brought him at length among our Indians, 
where finding mj friend Somer, he deter- 
mined to pay me a visit, and take up his 
residence with me, if agreeable. 

When his story was concluded, I told 
him, that having padded the hoof so long, 
a place of rest and quiet might not be un-* 
pleasant to him. He had seen enough of 
the varieties of life, and had drank deep of 
the intoxicating beverage of short lived 
pleasure. He acknowledged the justice of 
my remark, and added, << Indeed, Mr Peh« 
rose, you may believe me, I have sowed my 
wild oats, and have long since laid all niy 
follies aside ; I trust you will not find me 
an unpleasant, nor wholly an unprofitable 
companion. 

I then took the opportunity of telling 
him, that doubtless in his travels he had 
collected a variety of nostrums ; that poor 
Somer was extremely ill ; and if he knew 
of any simple remedy that would at all 
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relieve him, he could not do me a greater 
favour than by administering it He said, 
that to flatter me in such a case as this 
would only add to my distress. He saw 
plainly that my friend was in a deep de- 
cline, and to preserve his life for any 
length of time he thought impossible. It 
was true he was well acquainted with the 
virtues of many American plants and roots, 
and would use his best endeavours to give 
him as much ease as possible; but cau- 
tioned me not to flatter myself into a con- 
ceit of his recovery, by the appearance of 
some favourable symptoms at times ; this 
was the nature of his disorder ; but that 
he would linger away by degrees, and go 
off perhaps when I least expected it. This 
gave me great pain, as I had a sincere va- 
lue for him, and had so long enjoyed his 
agreeable society. 

Mr Bell was a strong, cheerful, and 
healthy man; butmypoorfriendSomerwast- 
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ed awaj daily. Yet lie continually thought 
himself getting better, and would some- 
times say, when I get a little stronger I wiH 
do so ahd so ; but in fdct he grew, impercep- 
tibly to himself, weaker and weaker every 
day. At length hfe became quite a living ske^ 
leton ; his skin turned to a dark brown, aind 
sometimes livid ; his trowsei's would hard- 
ly keep on him ; his eyes became exceed- 
ing hollow, with a fixed kind of stare ; and 
his lips were so shrunk that he bedune a 
most ghastly object, and it made my heart 
bleed to look at him. Whenever he drank^ 
we could bear the liquid rattle within him ; 
his poof stomach was so depraved, that h^ 
would long to eat things, which whea 
brought to him he could not touch; yet 
he continued to walk about. At la^t he 
gave up his darling pipe, and grew exceed- 
ingly peevish and fretful, although wheA 
in health I do not remember a sweeter- 
tempered creature. Nothing we could pro- 



Digitized by Google ^ 



I 



FBNBOSE'S JOURNAL. 87 

cure would now pleasehim* We bore with 
it all, with the mort generous patience ; 
ieverj one was readj to exert himself to 
<tbe utmost to procure him the slightest aU 
leviation. He took a fancy to some jBish 
broth ; I made him some and took it to 
jhim ; he was then on my bed in the cave ; 
he raised himself up. and began to eat of it 
heartily, praising it much. He finished 
near a pint of it. I. then asked him how 
he found himself; he made me no reply, 
but, fixing his eyes against the other side 
as if he saw something, in an instant he 
threw the spoon against it violently, then 
falling back, made an odd kind of hollow 
sound, and expired. 

This scene was almost too much for me. 
I turned out of the cave, and reclined with 
my bead against the rock like a person stu- 
pified. No one knew of the event but my- 
self. Bell seeing me in this situation, guess- 
ed what had haj^ned. He went in and 
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found his conjecture right. He informed 
Hany, and desired that I night not be 
disturbed. The melancholy news was soon 
communicated to mj whole family, and 
great lamentation was made. If ever true 
grief was shewn, it was on this occasion. 
Thus died my worthy and lamented friend, 
on the Slst day of August 1760, having 
lived lyith me in perfect brotherly loi^e 
more than six years. During that time he 
Jiad been the partaker oi my joys and my 
sorrows ; he had made it' his study to co- 
operate with me in every thing to promote 
the good of our little society, and was al- 
ways the first to propose whatever might 
increase our domestic felicity. His constant 
flow of spirits and good humour enlivened 
every scene ; he lessened our difficulties l^ 
cheerfully sharing them; and our social 
hours were rendered brighter by the spright- 
liness of his wit, and the amiable frankness 
of his manners* My chief consolation was> 
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. that I had contributed to the quiet enjoj- 
meat of his latter days, by every friendly 
exertion in my power. 

It now appeared to me that I was begin- 
ning a new course. I had lost my steady 
and faithful friend Somer; to BelFs tem- 
per and disposition I was yet a stranger ; 
my family were filled with the most un- 
feigned sorrow ; and my little Owen^s in- 
nocent, yet affectionate remarks on many 
friendly actions of my deceased friend, of- 
ten brought tears into my eyes. I had 
now enough upon my mind. Harry pre- 
pared a resting place for poor Somer's re- 
niains. We conveyed it to the grave with 
decent solemnity, and committed it to thie 
earth with the prayers and tears of my 
whole family. When the ceremony was 
concluded, we returned home. My family 
seated themselves in melancholy attitudes 
around me. After some pause, I broke si- 
lence. Addressing myself to Mr Bell> I ran 
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over the many good qualities of my depart* 
ed friend, and then intimated that I looked 
upon him as the successor aj^ointed foy 
Providence to fill his place ; that as one 
island had given us birth, I hoped he would 
never fall from that integrity, so long held 
by a man who was noA my countryman ; 
who liad learned in the school of adversity 
to know himself, and )to ei^ercise Christian 
benevolence to bis fellow creatures in a si^ 
milar state of afiijction. He returned me 
for answer, that he should filways think ii 
his duty to icQJOcur with my desires^^^s the 
only recompea<3e in his power Cor ti^e gene*- 
rosity of my conduct to him ; and that he 
would $eek all o^ortuuities to reiider my 
life aisid tbajt 4>f .my family easy and agree- 
able to the utmost of his power. 

For some , tim;^ after this we passed our 
leisure hoiurs in readings and J foiund my 
new companion a very agreeaUe, sensible 
man, so that by degrees I recovered my 
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^irit& Eva, who had very sincerely la- 
mented her husband^s death, i^came of a 
sudden more dejected than usual; she would 
separate from us and keep aloof by herself. 
I knew not what to make of it. Som^ 
time had now passed since her husband^s 
•death) and if she had not entirely recover- 
ed her usual spirits, she was at least placid 
and serene ; therefore we could not look to 
that as the cause of her present uneasiness. 
I spoke to my w;ife on the subject ; she at 
length told me she had picked the secret 
out of Fatty. Eva had told her, in thek 
metaphorical language, that the vine of 
unity was now broken by her h^sbaad^s 
death, and that we should soon look upon 
her and her child as a dea4 tree and a 
withered branch of no further use ; there* 
fore if Mr Bell would not take her for his 
wife she was resolved to go back to her 
own people again. 
« A pretty piece of business this>^ said 
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I. << What is to be done, I know not| un^ 
less Bell should himself express any incli- 
nation that waj. I can never propose it 
to him. We shall see what time and op- 
portunity may do." 

Soon after this. Bell talked of going out 
with Harry to catch guanos. Thinking 
this a favourable opportunity, I desired 
Betty to give Harry a lesson how to sound 
him on the subject. She did so, and they 
set off accordingly. On their retium, I 
made an inquiry how the proposal was re- 
ceived, and found it had been rejected alto- 
gether. Bell had declared himself so tho- 
roughly dissatisfied with his first matrimo- 
nial connection, that he had determined 
not to engage himself again. This being 
the case, I said if Eva^s inclination to revi- 
sit her country still continued, she should 
return with the first party of her frienda 
that came to visit lis. 
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Thus matters continued for sometime. 
I must here mention a circumstance which 
happened a few days before my poor friend 
Somer^s death. Several targe birds of the 
Tultiire kind came and settled on a large 
old dead tree near our habitation. Th^ 
nearer his end ap{»t>ached, the greater 
number of birds came, and remained to the 
hour of his death. No sooner was he de- 
parted than they all took wing, and kept 
floating in a circular manner until night, 
then alighted again ; but when the body 
was buried, they all left the place, and not 
one remained behind. These birds are of a 
most voracious dispontion, and of wonder- 
ful sagacity. It is said they will scent a 
dying person at an incredible distance, and 
are sure to be seen as soon as the event 
has happened, if not sooner. For some 
time before my friend died» his breath had 
been very offensive ; whether they had been 
drawn together by this effluvia I know A0t> 
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but to the fact of their being there I was a 
witness. 

This bird is about the size of a young 
turkej, of a black colour, anft has those 
singular excrescences round the peck like 
that fpwl. Thej never kill their prej, but 
patiently wait till the aninyal is dead ; and 
as they know the time to an instant, they 
at once drop down from the tree, if any 
be near ; one always begins upon the car- 
case singly^ eats the eyes and the funda- 
ment, then leaves it, and the rest fall op 
and devour it entirely before they leave the 
place. When I was at Jamaica, where 
there are plenty of them, I was informed 
that a law was enacted*, under a penalty of 
five pounds, against the shooting of one of 
them* as they were found serviceable in 
clearing off all carrion. I made Harry 
sbnot one of them that I might make a fair 
examination of it, as he said their sto- 
viacbs were full of large worms ; and I actu- 
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ally found it so. What is very surprising, 
when I came to take up the bird it did not 
weigh much more than a pound, being little 
else than bone and feathers, and what is 
very singular, to all appearance it had no 
tongue. 
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^ CHAP. XXIIh 



I oNB day found Eva weeping over the 
grave of her husband. I endeavoured to 
sooth and comfort her ; she muttered a few 
words about her child, held it up to me, 
and again wept bitterly. I was soon made 
acquainted with the cause of this affliction. 
She believed, because the father of her 
child was a white man, that when she re* 
turned with her countrymen we would not 
permit her to take the child with her. I 
gave the fullest assurance that no such thing 
was intended; that she should certainly 
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take it with her ; but that it would give 
me much more pleasure if she was to stajr 
with us and become the wife of my new 
friend Bell : This, however, must depend 
upon his inclinations, over which I had no 
controul. Mr Bell, from time to time, 
grew more familiar with her, and took oc- 
casion to cheer her in the best manner he 
could, telling her that he did not reject her 
person, for he liked her verj well ; but as 
he had been unfortunate in his first choiccy 
he wbhed to remain single ; and there was 
no doubt but she would meet with a good 
husband among her own people. 

Things remained in this state until the 
arrival of four Indians who had been out 
on a journey and paid us a visit on their . 
return. These were Vatte-queba, Gatta« 
loon, and Wocozo-many, with a youth call* 
ed Outa^-harry, his son. The two last had 
never been at our place before. We re- 
ceived them in the most friendly manner ; 
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and the next dftj I desired my wife and 
HaiTj to break to tfaem the affair concern- 
ing Eva. This they did ; and I observed 
the Inditos began to look Very serious. 
Soon after, Harry came to me, and said 
Gatta-ioOn watited to make a speech to me^ 

** Tell him I am ready to heartim,'* 
said I. 

Oil this he advanced towards me, as it 
appeared in a hostile angry manner, and 
throwing out his right arm, with one leg 
advanced, he began to deliver his oration.* 
This took up a long time ; and his beha- 
viour during the continuance of it was 
lofty and heroic ; every now and then he 
would appeal to his comrades, who M an* 
swered together with a short word as one 
voice. When he had closed his speech, I 
desired Harry to give me the substance o^ 
it, in the best manner he could ; which he 
did thus : " You far water stranger, your 
*^ skin is whiter than ours ; white> like the 
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<' moon shining in the night ; can you ex- 
'^ pect our.actions to be whiter than yours ? 
" What are the things I.know, I hear, I see? 
^^ Has not the wind of voices gone through 
'< the trees, and by the side of the shore, that. 
" tny brothers and sisters hare given their 
^^ flesh and their blood to mix with yours ? 
^^ Shew me more friendship than this, and 
<' we then shall own it is whiter than ours. 
*^ Now wehear the voice in the wind saying, 
^^ Oh ! the blacknes's is coming with the 
<^ bird which devours the dead. Must we 
^' not all go to sleep P Does not the bird 
^^ of death pick the flesh from the bones ?. 
^< Our sister here, shall she return without 
** th^ covering of affection, because her 
<^ love is .gone to sleep P . Could she, keep. 
^^ him awake any longer P or, tell us, did 
" she put him to. sleep P You will say, 
'< No, no, no. Awaken again his spirit,* 
V as it is in your power, that she may once' 
*^ more find jpj and laughing hours ; lest 
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^< the wind tarry the «o«iid df UIbA sorrow 
^ among our p6opt«, tuad so thejr should for- 
^ get their w«y to' this p(a<:e.^ 
■ Daring the time Hairy wim giving us 
the satistaxioe ^ this oratiM, «ny ftiend 
Bell . stood with his arms folded, and his 
face Jbo the groand. When it was £mshed, 
he walked iiadcwards aci4 fortmMB in great 
agitatimi; ^i^k dbser^ng the iisapresston 
of great treoMe in «iy ^wnteaance, he 
came up to* me and said^ *^ Let me not be, 
fi»r one moment, the oMse of disquiet to 
my friead.'" Tfaeii gaiiig to £>a, he took 
her by the haad, and leading her up to 
Gatta^loon, took his hand itkewitje, and led 
them both up to me^ He lutnen begati 
thus : *^ Observe me well) I miofw declare 
<l before you ail, that in 4»t4er to make up 
<^ ail dtfiereaces, and to unite us ail to- 
*^ gether by tlie s^trongest -ties ^f £rieud- 
^< ship and love^ I do now take Eva as my 
<^ wife-'' Then, kissing hitr, said, « TelF 
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^ your good friends tfamt you accef)! me 
^^ far yoor hiisbafid; and tell them iike- 
^^ wiae^ HftTTjr, Uiai I will do my best ea- 
^ deavours to drire ap^ay all the Uack sor- 
*^ nnr ; and the voice in the winds shall in- 
^^ form them that I have roused the spirit of 
<^ our departed friend in my own bosom, for 
<< the -oomfort •! their sister, whom I have 
« taken* to Be my wife.'* 

I desired Harry to explain at once to oixc 
friends every thing that Bell had declared. 
The etkete were soon visible, as every 
eouatenaooe was iUumiaated with joy. I 
^«k liim by the haod, and thanked htm 
for his wiUingness to make us all happy, 
aad that he could not giv^e me a kinder 
^roof of bis ^^tachment than by this ge- 
nerous eonduct. We now determined to 
j»pend the j«mainder of the day with our 
friends in mkthand innocent jollity. Tfiey 
seemed fully satisfied without attentions 
to them, and heartily joined in the ge<leral 
festivity. «. 
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' The next daj'the Indians took their 
' leave of us, and went away in good spirits. 
tt was now the middle of December, and 
Bell proposed that«i«e should make a new 
ctawl for our turtle, within the mouth of 
our hpme lagoon, before the next season 
came on. This I approved of much, and 
.he, with Harry, went to work about it. 
This business took up about a fortnight of 
their time. 

One day while my two messmates were 
down at the new crawl, as I was removing 
some things from the interior part of the 

icave, BelFs little budget fell down open at 
my feet The contents were as follow : A 
clasp knife ; a razor and hone ; a lancet, 
and some other trifles. There was like- 

V wise a small rag made up very curiously, 
which I did not cfause to unloose, for fear 
it might give him offence ; therefore left it 
as I found it. When he came home, I 
asked him what was tied up so carefully in 
that rag. 
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^^ You shall see,*^ said he ; and he ran to 
fetch it. He took some pains to undo all 
the foldings, and then shewed me a stone 
about the size of a common sleeve button, 
which he told me was a valuable diamond ; 
that he purchased it of an Indian from the 
Rio de Plata for fifteen pieces of eight. 
There were in the rag four more, but of 
much smaller sizet As I had never seen 
anj thing of the kind in its natural state, 
I should have put but small value upon it ^ 
but he told me it was worth at least one 
thousand pounds, 

" Well, then,'' said I, " you are a very 
rich man, not worth one farthing.'' 

On this he gave a Spanish shrug with 
his shoulders, and made use o^ a common 
phrase, among those people, ^< tot us une, 
tarn, bien." 

. I must here remark that he had so much 
the air and accent of a Spaniard, that I 
should, never l;iavQ suspected him to be of 
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ally othei^ nation. Having been so \6ng 
amoiig tbeiOy he hod contracted alt their . 
habits and taianners-; and bis complexion^ 
being verj dark, and hta hair long and 
black) gave him qnite the appearance of 
a native Spaniai*d« 

Thus our time panted on smoothly. Nor* 
inian Bell was qnite satisfied with his wife ; 
Mid we were altogether become a happjr 
family. We should have found things much 
otherwise if any ill blood had subsisted be*- 
tween us and the Indians our netghboura* 
About this time I had a mind to leartt 
tfhetber Harry or Somer had ever infonn* 
ed Bell respecting our treasure. I begMi^ 
therefore, by dropping hints about the pi- 
rates, and ^ their custom of hiding mo« 
ney^ &c. He said be had learned enough 
about them from the Spaniards;, but I 
found he was quite ignorant of my secret. 
One morning as he was busy with his raaor 
and honer I asked bim what be would take 
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for bis diamonds in retdy cash. H« smiled 
9% thi», mA aaid» ^^ Do ymi kBow an; jeweV- 
Itr ifi IhQ neigbtMHirbood who would piiK^ 
chase them ?" 

^ Yes^ said h " I do. Suppose I am 
the jewelkr^ what would you value thew 
at ? Will you let me have them ob pay'- 
ing down five hundred dollars for them ?^ 

<< I sliould be glad we were safe in £09- 
laiid with sach a sum eaeh,^ said be. 

^< Without trifling, are they mine or 
not for what I have offered ?"" I replied. . 
<^ Yes, yes,"" he cried, and put them into 
my hands ; saying, <« Now, down with thie 
dollar*.^ 

<^ Coma with me to my eounting*hou8e« 
then,"" said I. He looked astonished, and 
seemed to wonder what would come neal. 
I took him by the hand to lead him away. 
" You are in a merry humour to-day,'* 
he replied. 

To keep bim n» longer in suspense, I 
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'disclosed all mj treasure tahim. When 
he cast his ejes over it, he was so struck 
that he could not express bis astonish- 
ment. 

. <^ The diamonds are mine, messmate,^ 
said I. ^^ There is cash 4iiifficient to dis- 
cbarge the contract."" 

<< Troth, man, t|iat is true; but how 
came ye by it?^ 

I then gave him the whole story, and bid 
him call for his cash as soon as he pleased,. 
as it was ready for him at any time. 

<* Troth, man,^ said he, ^^ it is as safe- 
' in your bank there as in any other part I 
can rei^iove it to ; so e'en let it remain.'" 
' " Well, then, as you see I have money 
'enough ta pay for them, take them and 
• put them up in your pack again. What is 
mine is equally yours'* 
V . He squeezed me by the hand, and begged 
permission to throw his jewels into the 
getieral stodk. Thus ended bur friendly 
treaty. 
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Oir the 9th daj of February; mj wife 
brought ine a couple of fine children at a 
birth ; the women were all greatly pleased 
with the novelty, and were very profuse 
in their congratulations on the occasion^ 
There was now some little altercation 
among them, as to what name should foe 
given to the children, the one being a boy% 
the other a girl. Upon this I said, to do my 
wife honour, we would call the girl by the 
name of her country, America. She we* 
much pleased with this, and said, if I was 
willing, she would give the boy a name 
that she knew would please me. 

« Well then," said I, " We it so; what 
shall he be called?'' 

" Somer,'* she replied. 

<' Thou art a good creature,'' I said^ 
.'< nothing could be more agreeable to me ; 
4t wa» the name of a good man^ and: will, 
I hope, be preserved amongst us to oui* 
latest generation, and that my son m3l 
never disgrace it." 



d by Google 



I now began to think wc should be miore 
secure and comfortable, by some tittle fence 
before the entrance of our dwelliag ; and 
one day Norman being out in the wood 
cutting a few poles for that purpose, he 
came flying down the hilt in a terrible 
fright, crying and bawling out, ^ Harry, 
^ Harry i messmate r I ran out, and ask- 
ed him what was the matter. 

<< Oh I"" said he, '^ here's the de'il coming 
down the brae, as fast as the wind.*" 

I at once snatched up my gun, and do* 
-sired to know where it was. Harry ran for 
his mascfaut, and the women scrambled 
away with the children. ^* Come, ^ome/ 
said I to Bell, '' take up that little hatchet 
and follow us.^ So away we went together 
up the hill, but could discover nothing. 

*• Where is your deHl, Norman ?" said K 

** I am sure,^ he replied, *< I saw a terrible 
large tiger, or leopard, such as I have beioire 
^Men at shows of wild' beasts in EsglandT 
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jJmi Aefi, Harfy cried out, ^* there he isi 
yonder over the eleft behind the grove.*^ >■' 
I immediatel J fiml^ but noossed. I then raw 
Anrn and brought i^ a skell ; the others 
did the same^ and the moment we began 
tb sound the shells,, he quitted the fields 
«id we saw no mmre of him. During all 
tins hurrj, Harrj said be wa» sure he had 
beard a shell at a distance. I thought he 
was mistaken ; but he was positive^ and 
said he would go and look out. He did, and 
soon cried out^ ^^ boats ! canoes !^ We them 
ascended oursehres^ and plainly discovered 
three i^inoes; I immediately ordered the 
yawl to be got ready^ and hoisted our co^ 
lours ; then leaving the women, down we 
went to tneet them. As they came bear, wjs 
gave them three cheers, and began to sing 
as usual ; they answered, bat not so hear^ 
tily I thought as in times past ; however, 
we preceded them up the lagoon^ and then 
landing, I received my friend Owagam j 
in the most friendly manner possibles BA 
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and Hairy did the same by all the rest. 
They were nine in number, and all armed»\ 
which was not their general custom. After 
we had giren them some liquor out of the 
Uttle that remained in store^- I called for 
our pipes, but they declined the oiler ; I 
began to dread the consequences, as I saw 
[|>lainly a storm was ready to burst. After 
8 short silence, Owagamy, beginning ta 
survey the place round, over each shoulder, 
asked some questions of Harry. I began, 
to grow a little warm, knowing we did not 
deserve this treatment, and boldly bade 
Harry tell me at once what was the mat* 
ter, and what it was that Owagamy en- 
quired after ? He said it was whether we 
all lived in peace and love together, and 
that he had informed him, never more so^ 
Owagamy then replied, that was well. 

<< Tell Eva to stand forth,"" said I, « and 
if she has any complaint to make, or any 
grievance on her mind, let her declare ^il 
Jbefore.them all7 
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Owagamy then questioned her a few 
^ofds, when I observed him cast his eyes 
on Norman, and smile. 

" Now, now, merry all,*" said HatTjr. 

" How so ?'^I replied. 

** Because she tell how Norman love her 
▼ery well.*** 

I then desired my wife to give her friends 
a full account of the affair from first to 
last ; of my friend^s first objections, and his 
ready compliance afterwards ; which I sup- 
posed would fully satisfy him. She did as 
I desired ; and having ended her narration, 
-Owagamy burst into a fit of laughter, and 
all the Indians did the like. Upon my in- 
quiry into the cause, Owagamy led up to 
*me Eva's brother, )¥hom I had not before 
seen> and made him join hands with Bell 
and me, to testify good fellowship between 
us. I then asked Harry what made them 
laugh so ; he said Owagamy accused Eva 
of making alt the cold blood herself ; that 
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#be shouid have let Mr Bdl alone ie dfuse 
the plainiain for hiiuself, and not have lie^^ 
80 soon after her huabaad'^B death ; but he 
supposed she was so fond of white flesh, 
that she was afraid Jessj would snatch it 
irom her, and therefore took care to be- 
speak him as soon as possible. As it was 
:iiow settled, he wjahed to fasten the knot 
418 tight as possible, and theiiefare frofiosed 
d>ey should be re-married in their presence, 
if I had no objection. To this we aU con- 
isented. And in addition to the oeneiKHijr^ 
and to add to the merrioient of the com*- 
pauy* Bell took his wife by the hand, and 
Ja a moment very deacterously lifted heron 
liis shoulder, then began dancing, and sung 
ibe Ibllowittg lines, parpdied from an old 
gcots ballad : 

<• Fye let us a' to the bridal, 
• •• For there wfll be lilting there, 

•• No*ir BeU^e to be wedded to Eva, 
«' The lass with tlM coal-black hBir.*' 
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Alter this be danoed about as if lie bad no 
burthen oa bis sboulders, and cat sudi 
capers as amaaed us ali^ and much more 
the Indiana. He was full six feet hi|^9 
a»d his wife smatl) and light m person^ so 
tfaat he made oo more of her tlum a feathen 
Ndw M faces wore cheerfiil aspects, and 
my friead Owafamy was the first' to call 
fy: pipes, and we all sat down smoking 
together. To compiele the enteitainment 
of the company. Bell began to give them ^ 
sample of his Mefxy Andrew tricks. He 
(Elesired a ring to be made, and opened the 
faroe with a thousaad monkey antics, and 
p:ii«HOry -of the drollest kind* He then 
said he. would shew tbem^ specimen of his 
5light^*hand. For this purpose he stript 
^mself, and taking a small stone, put it 
into Us mouth, and in a short time drew it 
firom qnder his arm, and so conveyed it 
from one part of his body to anoth^, to 
the great amazeraint of the company. He 
then began to tumble^. w*ifc on his hands> 
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and the like. As he was doing- this, Eva 
Fan and caught fast hold of him, dreading 
lest he should fall. This made Owagamy^ 
laugh, and say that she was afraid he would 
break in two pieces, he supposed, and there 
was no other w hite man likely to fall to 
her share. He pleased the Indians so 
much, I thought they would have eaten 
lum up alive. They did every thing but 
worship him. They supposed I could do the 
like if I pleased ; but I desired Harry to 
inform them of the contrary, which they 
w:ondered at. The sport was kept up 
ail the day ; and thus ended the wedding, to 
my great comfort. The next morning I 
thanked Bell for his affability, and for 
keeping up the good humour of the com- 
pany so long and so well. He said, he had 
been so many years out of practice, that he 
was quite stiff in his joints, and could, 
scarcely walk. 

The Indians now gave us a formal inti- 
mation, that one of their company, called 
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LoosO'^yamj', was brother to Era. I ask* 
ed why they had not informed us of this 
when they £rst cune. Harry said it waa 
because they thought there was a black-^ 
BCss over us. I bid him tell them^ they 
should never find any blackness proceed 
from our side ; the whole mistake had 
ariseh from Eva^s supposing it was my in« 
tention to send her away after her husbavdV 
' death. It was so^ he said, and all were 
now satisfied. Owagamy then told Hany 
they could stay no longer with us this 
time, as they had other afflux to transact 
when they returned. Bo they took an af-« 
fectionate leave of us the next momiDg. « 
The day after they left us, Owen brought 
me the skin of a snake almost entire, as a 
curiosity. Harry told us, that when these 
reptiles want to discharge themselves of 
their old coat, they endeavour to find out 
some old knot hole in a tree, or some such 
aperture; through these holes they pass, and 

VOL. III. B 
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bj that means leave their old skin behind 
them ; after which they are obliged to 
keep retired for some time^ as their new 
skin is too tender for travelling. At the 
season of the jear which is their breeding 
time, I have seen multitudes of snakes near 
some run of water, in bunches or masses, 
twisted together in such strange combina- 
tions, that it was wonderful to obsierve 
them. Thus entwined together, they tumble 
and roll about, and you may approach 
them as near as you please without fear of 
danger, as they cannot separate. I have 
seen at least a dozen in one bunch, and of 
different kinds. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 



FIFTEENTH YBAE OF MT RBSIOENCE. 

( 

My new friend had now resided about a 
year with me, and we were quite happy in 
each other^s society. One day we took it 
into our heads to ramble into the woods 
with our guns. As we were passing along 
he took up a plant, and, shewing it to me, 
said it was a fine narcotic. , He then point-i 
ed out several others, telling me the virtues 
of each. He said, that as Harry and he 
were one day at TowerV Field, he saw 
plenty of large reeds growing ; and that 
with a little patience and contrivance he 
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thought he could form a sort of flute with 
them. I bid him take care that his love of 
music did not lead him into danger, as the 
place he mentioned^was full of alligators. 

" Never fear, my friend,"^ said he, " we 
will find some way or otlu^r io get them ; 
^tis but to make up a good fire, and the al- 
ligators will soon retire.**^ 

« Take care,^ I replied, *^'tliat you do 
not make such a bonfire as I did when 
first I landed here, whii^h t V^Hy bilitevcl 
would never be eicUnguish^d.'" 

" Be not afraifl,** iaid h4;^ leiV^ that to 
Harry and toe ; we wilFbe cauti<»^» enough.^ 

Soon after, they w*nt t6 fetch ioirie sriH, 
and brought some of the canes home with- 
them. Nothing w^tft forward now- but 
making of flutes* I contrived tb miike hinf 
an iron tool out of a spike nail, to burn thef ' 
holes ; but not knowing how td ad^pt th^' 
holes to the bore, th^ instrument iirhi&tf' 
made was ttever true in tune. Erroi^ al? 
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iffo«^^ tb^ matter Jieerer to peffe^^lioB. 
^Atienflb^ therefore^ a lEIiite «raa produced 
^ trierdily good/ind ttiie. Our wild forest 
Aow bscamo eolqiiauited with^Aod leajpat to 
ctefao^'tfaeiebsrimi^r meludjr of ^ Tveedaide/ 
< Ettrick Baoki^-^Iavermaj/ «nd manjr 
otberjBiwh poptdar.forffi andaMnyaA hour 
'has hh 'pleasaat pipe« cbaffmed Away for me 
in this fortorn aBd^denotate wilderness 
;r HiOYy became>ao enamoumd wkfa music 
that he was always pipi|ig. Norman teeing 
this, gav^iB him instructioHf, luid he came on 
'irery fast. TJie women caught Jth^ rounds, 
and learnt att the tftmea they played. The 
Indian women, have a ehanning natural 
sweetoesa of. Toiee. The children took it 
from them, I joined in the dorus« and 
-our retreat re-feefaioed with fdaintive or joy.- 
ful melodies. 

Tbu« time went on till the middle of Au« 
gnat> when« aa we were cm day out tnrtling. 
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I discovered a vessel in the offing, standing 
away to the north*east. This- sight made 
Bell thoughtful. After some time looking 
at the ship, be said, " Why could not we 
venture to sea in our long boat, and by 
leaving this place stand some ehance'of ret- 
visiting our native country ?^ 

♦* Where would you propose to go ?" said 
I; ^< you could not think of keeping tKe 
seas long in an open boat P^ • 

<< Could we not keep the shore aboard 
always ?^ he replied. 

*' But where bound ?" I said. * 

« Why, I think we might get to the 
coast of Carolina well enough in her.*^ 

^' What, to round all the bays, points^ 
and reefs, my friend I Only consider the 
vast Bay of Mexico and others ; with ma- 
ny difficulties it is impossible to foresee or 
provide for."" 

*' But suppose we could conquer these, 
we should soon horse through the Gulf of 
Florida.'^ 
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** "DorCt reckon without your host. Let 
me heaVy in the first place, how jou would 
lay your .plan for such a grand undertak-* 
ing ; and if I qannot give better reasons 
for continuing where we are, I will join 
you in it.*" 

^^ I would first raise the long boat a 
strake higher,^ said he, <^ and make us a 
good snug cuddy forward, with lockers 
abafl; then for sails, we have canvas enough^ 
you know.'*' 

" Yes ; but provisions, how would you 
obtain a sufficient quantity of them ? Do 
you think such vegetables as we daily con- 
sume would last long ? And where could 
you stow a sufficient quantity of water, 
or find room for our family ?^ 

" As for the family j"" he said, " we need 
only take our wives and children, th^ rest 
might return to their own people again ; 
which I suppose they would prefer to go^ 
ing with us.^ 
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♦^ Stop there, Borjr frwod,'' said I. " My 
familj are all de«r to me ; aad wherever 
I go, they ftfaall accompany me. I look 
upon Harrjr as a part of myself. Was not 
hits sister my wife^ by whom I have had 
two children ? Could I be guilty of such 
a piece of ingratitude to such an honest 
laitfafal creature, who would, at a word of 
mine, brare the whole ocean to bear me 
company throughout the uniTerse ? Have 
you forgotten the lecture which the Isdiaii, 
Gatta-loon, so lately delivered to us? Shall 
we, Kke the vulture, produce the darkness 
of death ? and, as he observed to us, tf the 
Great One had made our compiexiona 
whiter than theirs, so should our aetions be 
likewise. The voice in the wind should sound 
only of our friendship and benevolence 
to them. Independendy of the cruelty of 
your proposal, the scheme itself is absou 
lutely impracticable. Nothing but' the mi- 
raculous interposition of Providence could 
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«ave U3 from deatructioii, and we have no 
right to presume upon that interference. 
The desire to visit our native eountry is 
stnmg in every breast ; the motive is ho- 
nourable ; let the means of obtaining it be 
equally so. If a favourable opportunity 
should occur, we may embrace it ; biit it 
must be such a one as w91 contribute, with- 
out exception, to the happiness of alL Till 
such shall arrive, let us n^e ourselves 
happy and contented where we are, and 
bless God for the comforts and convent- 
ences he has been pleased to favour us with 
in this wilderness. I know not if the change 
of condition might be considered as a be- 
nefit Here we lead a life of quiit enjoy- 
ment and peaceful innocence. In the world 
again, surrounded with temptations, we 
might become the victims of dissipation 
and extravagance, and lose that serenity of 
mind which, in our present state, gives a 
zest to our occupations as well as our 
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amusements. I trust, ray good friend, jou 
will admit the objections I have stated to 
your scheme, and the grounds on which I 
form them, to deserve your very' serious 
attention. In whatever light you may view 
them, you will at least do me the justice, to 
believe that my motives are pure afnd disin- 
terested, and that they are proofs of the 
sincerity of my friendship for you, as well 
as my anxious desire of promoting your 
happiness in every situation."^ 

" Say no more, messmate,** said he. " I 
am willing to conform in every thing to 
your will ; and must confess, from what 
you have now said, that I see things in a 
different light*' 

We now dropped the subject ; and hav- 
ing met with tolerable success in our 
turtling scheme, returned to our habita- 
tion. 

It was now about the middle of Octo- 
ber; and about ten o'clock in the evening 
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there came on such a terrible gale of wf nd| 
that before two hours it blew a hurricane; 
shifting all round the compass ; every sman 
article was blown down ; and had we not 
been sheltered by a large grove of trees in 
front, forming as it were a wall, whicfi 
protected us from its fury in that part, I 
know not what would have been the con- 
sequences. Yet notwithstanding this screen, 
the wind would come with such an eddy 
and whirl rottnd our place, that I ordered 
all our fire to be extinguished, fearing it 
might be blown among the thatch, and so 
bum down our kitchen again. About 
three oVlock in the morning Eva called me 
out of the cave to ** come and see T 

« See what P'' said I. 

'< The great blaze in the clouds,^ she 
said. 

When I got out, Bell called to me to 
know what I thought of it. I was quite 
at a loss to account for it. 
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<< Lei US endeavour to mount tbe bilV^ 
said he ; which we did, aud were obliged 
to bawl as loud as possible^ for the- wind 
^a& yet so high^ that we c^uM seiireely 
keep our legs» or hear eaeh other^s v^^i4;es. 
Whcin we arrived at the top, we could 
pUioly perceive a most dreadful fire at sea, 
at about three leagues distant This could ' 
be nothing but a ship on lire. She conti- 
fiued to bum for nuNre than two hottr» af- 
ter we first discovered her; 1m>w long be- 
fore it was impossible for us to say. As 
the day came on we saw no more of her. 
About noon it fell dead calm, an^ we be- 
gan to gather up our things that were scat- 
tered abroad by the wind. 

" Well,'' said I to Bell, ** have we not 
'great reason to thank God for our security 
and preservation during the last tempestu- 
ous night ? What wouM those poor souls 
who were in the vessel have given to have 
been in equal safety ?^ 
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<< Alas <^ he replied, *< fire or water has 
beefi their destruction before this time." 

" That you may be assured of," said I, 
^ BO boat could live ^ in such a sea. This 
is a severe lesson to us to be content with' 
our situation. We might have been on 
the ocean in our poor open long boat if I 
had given way to your scheme. What* 
must then have been l^ur condition ? and- 
how would our distress have been aggra* 
vated by the reflection that it was our own 
doing ; that we had voluntarily left a se-^ 
cure and peaceAil habitation to trust our-- . 
selves to the fury of the winds and waves ? 
Let us, therefore, my fellow pilgrim, cease 
to repine at our condition, and resign our*^ 
selves entirely into the hands of him wba 
is in all our paths ; who hath delivered 
our souls from death, and our feet from falU 
ing, that we might walk before him in the 
light of the living;'' 
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The next day we proposed to make an 
excursion along the shore, as probably, some 
part of the wreck might be found, that 
would lead to a discovery as to what na- 
tion she belonged to, and where bound. 
We returned fatigued and disappointed 
without finding any thing : nor from that 
time did a single stick ever come on 
9liore except a few half burnt staves, which 
gave us no information. 

About two days after this melancholy af- 
fair, whilst Harry was at the old planta- 
tion, in the canoe, , a poor dog came creep- 
ing to him, almost starved to death. %[e 
lifted him into the canoe, and brought him 
home; the poor thing seemed quite ex- 
hausted, and could not stand. I ordered 
that alt possible care should be taken of 
him, giving him but little food at a time* 
The dog was a black and white spaniel, of 
the largest breed, and though in Mich low 
condition^ was very handsome^ and pro- 
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babljT once much valued by his owner. 
This poor beast had certainly belonged to 
the unfortunate ship that was burnt, but 
in what manner he came to land we could 
not imagine, unless the crew had happily 
made their escape, and had left this dog 
behind them on the shore; but in this 
case they must have landed somewhere 
about the whale point, as we got no sight 
of them. 

^^ Perhaps they may be there yet,^ said 
Bell. 

♦* God grant they may,^ I replied, " that 
we may give them assistance ; they must 
stand in great need of relief, as I know by 
my own experience.*** 

Bell expressed a great desire to go and 
search for them. 

I said, ^^ by all means, let us save life, if 
possible.^ I desired that Harry would act 
as pilot, as my friend Bell had never been 
there before. I likewise proposed that 
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they should take the spaniel along with 
them, as he was now much recovered, and 
might probablj g^atly assist them in their 
search ; if any people were there the dog 
would soon iind them out. 

They set off early the next morning, 
and did not return till the evening of the 
next day. The first thing I saw was 
the spaniel, who came up to me with great 
joy ; I then ran down to the landing place 
to welcome my companions, asking them 
what news? 

*^ None of any service,*" said Bell. 

They came home with me, and gave an 
account of their expedition. They had ex* 
amined the whole coast, even into '< Boom* 
bay,'' as I called it. While they were on 
liie beach, the dog put off, and ran away 
ahead to something they saw at a good dis- 
tance ; they followed him, and when they 
came up, found the corpse of a ^oung 
man. They^t first intended to bring it 
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liome in the boaf s bottom, but finding it 
very offensive and putrid, they stripped 
the body^ and buried it in the sand, bring- 
ing the clothes with them. They were 
<^ertain, they said, the dog knew the de- 
iceased, as, when they were digging the 
grave, the creature sat, as it seemed very 
-melancholy, iookiog on the whole time; 
but when they came to strip the body, and 
remove it to the place of its interment, the 
poor animal began to howl and whine sad- 
ly. When they had covered the grave up, 
lie went and lay down on the spot, and 
«taid there, looking after them as they 
walked away. Having walked about fifty 
yards, they called to him, and he came af- 
ter them slowly, every now and then look- 
ing back, but at length fdlowed them free- 
ly into the boat. 

Mr Bejl described the corpse to be that' 
«f a young man about twenty, middle size, 
with sandy hair; his dress a striped fine 
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shirt, pettic<^t trowsers of good white liiieii, 
with a jacket of the same kind, to which 
his hat was fastened by a lanniard. He had 
a pair of white fu^tain breeches under his 
trowsers, and in the left pocket he found 
a clasp knife, and a small bunch of twine ; 
in the other a note, from which we learn- 
ed his name to have been Richard Green ; 
and in one of his trowser pockets was a 
song in manuscript, beginning thus, << Early 
one morn, a jolly brisk tar,^ &c. From 
these circumstances we had no doubt but 
they were English, or at least that this un* 
fortunate youth was our countryman. We 
took some pains to find out the dog^s name, 
and at last determined it to be Rovei:, as 
he answered to it better than any other, 
by coming whenever he was called by it. 
In about a month's time he had completely 
recovered his flesh, and began to look very 
handsome. I believe nothing but absolute 
necessity ceconciled him to a .fish diet. 
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Some time after this, my son Owen shot 
a snake of the barber^s pole sort, and came 
in a great hurry to tell me he had killed a 
snake with two heads. I laughed at him, 
^nd said it could not be. 

<< Hoot, hoot, mon,^ said Bell, who was 
standing by, '^ the boy is winnel-skewed, 
as I thought myself when you shewed me 
a^ that gear yonder in the neuk.^ 

" Pray, Bell, ''said I, " explain to me 
that word, if you please ?" 

<* Why, it is a saying among our people 
in Scotland, whenever they mistake one ob- 
ject for two, that the moon is in the hallior 
or clouded, and at such times they are 
winnel-skewed, or their eyes deceive 
them." 

Upon this Harry went with Owen, and 
they brought it up to us on a stick, when 
to our very great surprise, we found the 
cjreature really as he had described it. This 
snake was not above two inches round, and 
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in length about four feet. About five inches 
from the natural extremity of a single head, 
began two necks to branch out, terminating 
ivith two fair and perfect heads completely 
formed, both capable, as it appeared, of 
performing all their necessary functions. 
Of this we thought ourselves sufficient 
judges, as the creature was not yet dead, 
and opened each mouth, and played with 
both tongues alike. We were so struck 
with this wonderful phenomenon, that I 
made Harry skin and stuff it with the 
greatest care, and we have it now by us. 
I asked Harry if he had ever heard of such 
a thing before ? He said never. If it had 
not been submitted to the evidence of my 
own senses, I should have expected some 
deception. 

It was now by our account the 33d of 
December. I told Mr Bell that my mo* 
ther always made it a rule to have a goose 
at Christmas, and that we would endeavour 
to have something like it^ if possible. 



d by Google 



PENROSE'S JOURNAL. S5 

^ At what market will you buy it?'* 
said he. 

" We will try for, a substitute. You 
and Harry shall go to the Bird Key with 
your guns, and there you will find game 
enough.** 

So away they went the next day, and 
brought home three boobies> and five red* 
shanks. [ 

" Now,** said I, <* if we can^but catch 
a couple of fine red snappers, I think we 
shall be well provided with a Christma's 
dinner.** 

We therefore took our lines, and went 
down the lagoon, but had not the success 
I hoped for. As we returned, Harry kilU 
ed a large barrowcooter. I told him those 
fish are sometimes poisonous, and asked if 
he knew how to prove them ^ He said, no. 

" Well then,** I replied, « when they 
go to cook it, boil it alone, with a clean 
piece of silver. If the silv:er does npt tura- 
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black tKe fish is good, and maj be eaten 
without danger.*" We tried the experiment, 
and the fish proved excellent. 

Soon after this poor Godart Somer'^s 
orphan daughter, Hannah, died of a fever. 
Bell tried all his skill to save her, but in 
vain. We therefore laid her by the side of 
those who had before departed from our 
little society. 

About a month after Christmas, Bell al- 
most lost the use of one of his hands. He had 
been out alone to fish, in the Indian canoe ; 
among other fish he had taken, was one 
called the doctor fish, by which he was 
wounded. This fish has a sharp bone on 
each side of its tail. The bone is not per- 
ceptible to a person unacquainted with the 
iish, as it has the power to lay it close to 
its side, or erect it at pleasure. It is so 
keen, that no lancet can be more so, which 
instrunient it much resembles in form. The 
whole fish is of a purple brown;, and about 
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the size of a middling haddock. He brought 
home at the same time two others of a 
peculiar kind and form. The first is call- 
ed bj our seamen a parrot fish, * and with 
great propriety I think, as the whole fish 
is green, except the fins, which are red. 
It has veiy large scales, but its bill- or 
mouth is not formed after the manner of 
other fisb^ having a pair of bones resem- 
bling the beak of a parrot, with which it 
mashes or cracks small shell fish. The whole 
roof of the mouth is also one hard bony- 
substance. The other sort is very similar 
to the above, except in the colour ; instead 

, * Two curious fishes are exhibited on the Steyne, 
which were caught in the night by the fisheiinen ; who, 
on drawing their nets, brought up a round old wicker 
basket^ containing those two curious fishes, being about 
the weight of four pounds each, and nearly the shape of 
a cod fish, and of a white shiny scale, with the mouth 
like a parrot's bill ; a very small round head, nearly 
made like a parrot^s head, with a stumpy tail.— J^ri^A- 
t(»,4uffuit 18. 1807* 
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of green it is a perfect blue, and is called in 
Providence^ the gillambour, the derivatioii 
or meaning of which I know not. 

BelFs hand remained in a very bad state 
for more than a fortnight, and at times 
gave him great pain. Having tried a va- 
riety of experiments himself, be at last put 
himself under my wife's care. She proved 
the more successful doctor of the two, and 
completed the cure in about five days, by 
applying the juice of certain herbs to iti 
When it was well, I joked him. about the 
doctor fish,, telling him that tiVo of a trade 
seldom agreed. << I shall take care for the 
future,'' said he, " when one of them hap* 
pens to pop his nose into my shop, to let 
hiih know that I will be the master.'" 

Aday or two after,,Harry brought infrom 
his traps a very curious little animal sucb 
as I had not seen before. . Bell, however, 
knew it at once, and called it an armadillo^ 
saying, there were many ot^ them away t» 
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the southward. It was of a light ash co- 
lour, and about the size of a young sucking 
pig, and somewhat resembled one^ only it 
was of a slighter make, and the tall much 
longer; but what is most remarkable, it 
appeared to be covered with an armour oC 
shells. I asked Harry if his people ever 
eat them ? He said^ yes. '' Cook it then,^ 
said I, *^ and let us taste it."^ Bell said no 
chicken could be more delicate ;. and so in^ 
deed we found it. 

I now proposed to Bell that we should 
turn up our yawl and large canoe^ in ordet 
to examine and give them a thorough re^ 
pair. This we went about, and I found 
my poor old canoe like a> honeycomlk 
Upon this I set Owen, to peg making. We 
secured her bottom as well as we could; 
but she was become old and worn. As for 
the yawl she was likewise full of the worm •; 
but yet in a much stronger state than my 
poor old ark o( preserv^ation. I found bf 
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mixing a good quantity of sand with our 
pitch and tar, it became moreserviceablieto 
us, in paying and preserving our boats. 

After we bad completely fitted up our two 
boats, and mended their sails, made a pair 
of new oars, and some thowls, I proposed 
a day of recreation for our whole family* 
When the day came, we all mustered, 
having provided what waa necess^y, and 
put away down the kigoon ; myself, my 
wife, and three children, with Harry, in the 
yawl ;< Bell, his wife, Fatty, and Jessy^ in 
the great canoe ; Owen, Job, and Luta, in 
the Indian canoe. Owen was boatman, as 
he could paddle very well, being now near 
ten years of age. However, when the wind 
sprung up, I took them in tow, and thu^; 
we arrived safe at the old plantation, where 
we landed and left the females and children, 
with H^rry to guard them. Bell and I, 
with little Owen, went out into deep water, 
in order to catch a fev^ groupar and the 
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like, in our yawl.- We laid her to, in 
libout twelve fathom water, and let her 
drive over the patches of the rocks, as 
you can see the bottom distinctly at that 
depth in this part of the world. We bad 
not been long on the ground before we 
had fine sport. We hauled in, and baited 
as fast as we could ; but it happened while 
I was engaged with a large groupar, a shark 
came up in full chace after it. I pulled as 
eagerly as possible, yet he got hold of it 
before I could bring it to the water'*s edge^ 
and left me no more than its head to my 
hook. While we were contending which 
should have the fish, another shark, being 
likewise in chace of it, by some mistake, in 
the struggle bit his antagonist. Seeing the 
eagerness of this fish, I bid Bell hold on^ 
and play him well, in order to tire him ; 
but he, not being so much used to this kind 
of sport as Harry and I were, through too 
great hurry fell down backwards in tfan 
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boat, crying, << Hoot, hoot, mon, what sort 
of muckle horned dell is dealing with us 
now P* Ow^n burst into violent laughter. 
I took the Hne ; we soon tised the fish, and 
brought him alongside, and I gav;e him hU 
quietus with an axe, which I brought with 
me for the purpose, if necessary. It prov* 
ed to be the very shark which had snapped 
away my fijsh from the hook. The other 
had bit him into the bene,, through a part 
full seven inches thick. In about an hour 
we took as much fish as we wanted. If we 
had had the inclination we might have filled- 
our boat. I gave the line into Owen^s 
hand. He expected to perform great feats 
with it, but he shortly called out lustily 
for my assistance. I took him round th^ 
waist, and. bade him pull with all his might ;: 
but be soon resigned the line to me, or he 
would have been overboard inevitably. I 
hauled in the fish ; and we then stood in 
bt ihfi old. placci where we had left ou^ 
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little family. We found a good fire, and 
every other necessary preparation for cook- 
ing, as my wife said, she could plainly per- 
ceive, by help of the glass, that we had 
good sport. 

We had not been long landed before we 
heard Jessy cry out lustily. I sent Harry 
to know what was the cause. He soon 
came back, and snatching up his musket 
flew off like a dart, and we after him. We 
now discovered Jessy standing with a load 
of dry wood on her head, and Harry chop- 
ping at a large black snake, which lay right 
in the narrow path ; it was at least six feet 
long, but not in the least venomous, as we 
well knew. Harry having killed, brought 
it to the fire to roast. Having cooked it 
to his liking, he offered us a part ; bat we 
declined it, our stomachs were set to better 
fare. 

" What the de'il are ye about ?^' said 
Bell. " These Indians wad devour the 
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auld whaap-neb himseP gin he were weel 
cooked, and sup the broth after .^ 

" Why, Norman,^ I replied, " you 
donH know that I hare eaten of them be« 
fore now, and really they have no bad fla- 
vour.'' 

** Weel, then, ye had better, the next 
ye find, get one of their muckle tree pad- 
docks for sauce to it," said he. 

In the evening we all embarked, and got 
safe home to our dwelling. Our stock of 
liquor was now got so low that we seldom 
touched it except in cases of necessity. We 
now began to repair the damages in our 
thatch, which had happened during the late 
tempest; and this took us up some time. 
Our plantain trees suffered also. Thus 
matters went on smoothly, without any 
variation of circumstances, to the expiration 
of another year. 
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CHAP. XXV, 



SIXTEENTH YEAR OF VY RESIDENCB. 

It happened Dne day as Hany and Owes 
returned from fishing, they^ brought to me 
a curious bunch or whisp of some living 
substance, resembling caigut, and of the 
same pale yellow colour. It was so inter- 
woven, thai we could not by any means 
separate it ; neither could we <liscover ei- 
ther end so as to find head or tail, yet it 
kept in continual motion, and might be, as 
we judged, twelve fathoms in length. I bad 
seen one of them before, which I found in 
the stomach- of a groupar ; but whether 
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bred in the maw of the fish, or takea in as 
food, I know not. This which I am now 
describing came up with the hook. 

This singular insect leads me to the de* 
scription of another which I found one 
day in the woods, about four years ^go. It 
was lying on the ground, and of a very 
peculiar shape. It was a hard substance, 
black as jet, and in form like our barbers 
curling pipes, and about the same length 
and magnitude. It seemed composed of a 
range of scales, and at each end had a 
small aperture. When on the ground, it 
could advance slowly with either end fore- 
most with ease. I could neither discover 
«yes, mouth, or any detached member. 

In the course of my residence in this 
place, I have seen many very curious and 
extraordinary things. Some of them have 
escaped my memory, as I had, during my 
first years, no means of recording them, 
and little expected ever to become master 
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tif the materials for that purpose. Having 
naturall J an inquisitive mind, I took much 
delight in pryiog into the works and won* 
ders of nature ; and, I protest, in gralif j« 
iag this disposition, I have seen such ex- 
traordinary things, that' I have been almost 
afraid to mention them, lest my veracity 
might be doubted. Whoever shall travel 
much abroad, with his attention at all 
awake to such inquiries, will feel a similar 
embarrassment from the same cause. 

I declare that I have advanced nothing 
in this book, that did not immediately pass 
under my own eyes ; and what interest 
cooM such a poor for lam creature as my- 
self have lor imposing falsehoods upon the 
world, uncertain as I am, whether what I 
ROW write may ever fall under the inspec- 
tion of any civilised being of any nation ? 
I was bred a sailor ; I write for the informa- 
tion of my brother, tars ; with nothing 
more than a common education, and plain 

VOL. in. G 
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^ense. I do not address myself to the 
learned ; I have no pretensions to their fa- 
Your, and am perhaps beneath their cen- 
sure. I make this digression concerning 
my work, because many things which I 
have seen and described in it may not 
have been noticed by others. The reason of 
which is obvious ; travellers are perpe* 
tually moving from one place to another, 
and have scarcely time to note down all 
they see, and many of them are without 
the inclination minutely to examine into 
the wonderful works of nature, the various 
beauties of creation : whereas my life has 
been such, confined to these remote regions^ 
that, with even common observation, I must 
have been deficient both in understanding 
and curiosity, not to have noticed and re^ 
corded, (when in my power so to do,) the 
many extraordinary things which have been 
submitted to my observation. I have con* 
«idered myself as separated from mankind^ 
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and set apart as it were for the very pur- 
pose, with time to pursue the inquiry, and 
particularly favoured by Providence with 
t-he means of recording what I should dis- 
cover. 

It happened One evening as Bell was 
reading over to me some Scots songs, and 
explaining the words I did not understand, 
all at once the earth began to lift us up and 
down, twice. We stared rather wildly at 
^h other. Bell threw down the book 
and said it was an earthquake. We had 
soon after another shocks but much weak- 
er. I had never felt any thing similar be- 
fore. Bell said he had, since he had been in 
this country ; and had been shewn large 
hills and cliffs by the Indians which had 
been split from clew to earing by them, as 
the sailors term it ; but we were in no dan- 
ger, he said, as there was no volcano in our 
neighbourhood. As the Indians paid but 
little attention to such a circumstance, the 
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impression soon wore off; and we consi- 
dered it as an indication of great heat, 
which was really the case soon after. 

The butteriSies now became very nume- 
rous ; much more so than I had at any 
former time observed during my residence 
here. It may not be amiss in this place 
to say something concerning Ihera. They 
differ very much from what I have seen in 
Europe ; are more wild and swift in flight, 
as they are frequently seen over the tops 
of the loftiest trees in the woods. To de^ 
scribe them would be endless and almost 
impossible, there are so many different 
sorts. I have seen many full as broad as 
the palm of my hand, and some much 
larger; and have found pods of the ailk 
worm sticking in crevices of the rocks and 
clefts of trees. But there is one sort we 
sometimes found fixed to the limb of a 
small twig, five times the size of the or- 
dinary sort, and of a dark brown colour 
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resembling oakum. These' pods are so 
strong, that it is hard to rend them asun- 
der. The fly which they produce is as 
broad as a man^s hand, and of a beautiful 
variety of colours, grey, red, and white, 
with a pair of fine yellow feathers in front 
of its head. There is another sort of a 
brimstone colour, with a circle in each 
wing, which is as transparent as glass, with 
the after part of their wings tapering away 
like a swallow^s tail. We sometimes nftt 
with a sort which were yellow, with bars 
running athwart, in a very regular manner, 
of black ; another kind green^ with black 
bars, transverse to the other sort. 

I must here mention a very extraordtna- 
Iry circumstance, and for which I could 
never account. We have observed a kind 
of brown wasp, which, falling head fore- 
most from the trees to the ground, there 
seems to take root; for a small plant 
sphngs up through its body. BellV opi» 
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nion WHS, that it proceeded from some 
kind of seed they swallow, which intoxi- 
cates them, so that when the wasp falls to 
the earth these seeds take root and imme- 
diately begin to regetate^ 

We were now visited by a single canoe 
"wit^ some of our friends. In it came So- 
ro-teet, or the crab-eatcher ; Yewarra*basQ, 
and Eayuaga. The two last had nev^ 
been at our habitation before. These In* 
dians came out of curiosity to see us, and 
brought with them two couple of young 
fowls as breeders ; adding that they were 
a present from Owagamy, with his heart, 
as they termed it, and that he had them 
sent to him from over the great hills. Their 
rarity added value to the present. Among 
other things, they informed us they had 
another of those people called moonlights 
born, a female, but that she soon died, 
which all were very glad of. This intelli* 
gence induced me to make some further ui* 
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quiry toncerning these extraordinary be- 
ings, but I could obtain no further satisfac- 
tion. In about three days they left us. 
When Soro-teet was on board the canoe, he 
reminded Harry of a flute he had promis- 
ed to make for him ; this I gave him my 
word should be done. 

Some days after the Indians were gone, 
we heard a great noise among the fowls. 
Eira sent Job to see what was the cause of 
it. He soon came running out, and said 
. Jacko had got one of the new birds in bis 
arms, and was pulling out his feathers. I 
ran off immediately in a great passion, and 
found the monkey with a fowl in his lap, 
picking out its feathers one by one. He 
directly held out the fowl to me. I took 
it in one hand, and him by the head with 
the other, and brought them out. The 
fowl was not much injured ; and to prevent 
his doing it again, I ordered Jacko to be 
tied up, and gave him a slight flagellation^ 
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at the same time Job and Owen held the 
fowFs feathers to his nose. After this dis^ 
cipline we dismissed him; but he grew 
verjT shy from that time, and whenever one 
of the fowls happened to come near him 
he was off in an instant ; but when one of 
the young cocks began to crow, the mon- 
key would rave and chatter, and run into 
the first corner he could find, and there 
clap his hands before his face. This caused 
much diversion to our young ones ; but he 
never touched any of the fowls after. A- 
mong the multitude of his tricks, one de- 
serves to be recorded. One day I observed 
him very busy among the graves, and sent 
little Luta to see what he was at. The 
child came back and said Jacko had got a 
heap of round things in a hole. On thia 
I went down myself and found the hole^ 
sure enough, and that he had deposited in 
it moire than fifty dollars. It is true they 
were of little service to us just tben^ but 



d by Google 



PBKROSrS JOURNAL. ite 

the time might come when we might have 
occasion to use them. I therefore called 
Belly who was down at the boat. When 
he came I shewed it to him, and said that 
Jacko had found a treasure likewise. 

" Ay/' said he, " and yours is, I dare 
saj, grown less.^ 

How the monkey made the discovery I 
know not; but he must have seen us at 
work there, as he had been at the labour 
of removing many stones before he could 
get at it. To prevent this in future, Bell 
and Harry removed the whole during the 
night, and no one knew where it was ex- 
cept them and myself. 
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CHAP. XXVL 



About the middle -of August we had a 
most tremendous storm of thunder and 
lightning, with violent rain, but scarcely 
any wind. The large tree on which the 
vultures lodged at my friend Sonker^'s death 
was split from top to bottom^ I kept all 
the family within the cave during the time 
it lasted, which was about three quarters of 
an hour ; all then becoming calm, we ven» 
tured out. 

" Well," said I, " thank Heaven we 
are all safe." 
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Shortly after my little Rees came and 
told his mother that one of our Indian dogs 
was BO fast asleep that he could not get 
him to move. When Jessy went to see it> 
she found the dog quite dead ; it doubt- 
less was killed by the lightning, as we could 
perceive no external mark of violence. 

Not long after this, we had a most dis- 
mal accident indeed, attended with fatal 
consequences to us all. While we were 
out turtling in the bay, the cursed monkey 
overset a yabba, as it was boiling on the 
fire, by which my son Owen had one of his 
feet scalded. This accident so greatly 
alarmed them all, as they knew how much 
I loved the boy, that my wife sent Eva off 
immediately into the wood after certain 
roots, with which she was to make a poul- 
tice to draw out the burn. The poor crea- 
ture ran off with affectionate haste, al- 
though she was then big with child. About 
four o^cIock in the evening we returned 
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from fishing) and foutid the bojwith his foot 
bound up, and w^re informed of the whole 
story. Mj wife said Eva had been gone 
a great while after roots and herbs, and 
wondered much that she was not returned. 
Sentence of death was at once passed oh 
the monkey ; but the (creature had been so 
diverting, .and seemed so truly sorrowful 
for what had happened, that I could not 
find in my heart to carry it into execu- 
tion ; but resolved to confine him within 
certain limits by means of a rope to be 
lengthened at pleasure. This was accord- 
ingly done, to prevent further mischief. 

As the evening advanced, Bell grew very 
Uneasy about his wife. He was fearful she 
had rambled beyond her knowledge, and 
had lost herself. 

^^ How can that be P^ said I ; ^^ she has 
been all over the wood several tiipes ; but 
at all events, you and Harry had better go 
off in search of her, with one of the shells*^ 
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Thej set forward immediatelj, and did 
not return till the sun was quite down, but 
without anj tidings. I began now to be 
very much alarmed, and advised that they 
should get torches, without loss of time, 
arm themselTes, and set off again, as we 
bad every thing to fear from her remaining 
alone in the forest after night. There 
could be little doubt but she would be de^ 
voured by wild beasts before the morning. 
Away they went, and we heard them aU 
most the whole time shouting and halloo* 
ing. I ordered Patty to make up as large 
a fire as she could, as a direction for them 
to find their way back. Every now and 
then I blew a conch ; and thus with great 
anxiety, time passed on till midnight. Now 
all were in tears about me, and if I did not 
hear them every now and then, my soul 
was filled with horror lest they should be 
all lost. At length about two o'clock they 
came in. Bell was almost frantic with dis- 
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tress. No Eva could they see or hear of. 
I now began to be extremely affected for 
the loss of the poor woman, and the situa* 
tion of my friend, I endeavoured to put 
the most favourable circumstances together, 
and used all my skill to keep up his spirits, 
yet I was strongly impressed with the no- 
tion that we should never see her more. 
Thus passed the time till the dawn, and 
then I proposed to go in search of her my- 
self. I took Harrj with me, and left Bell 
with the women, . in the deepest affliction^ 
We scoured the woods in the strictest man*> 
ner till noon, but were obliged to return 
without having made any discovery. T now 
began to reflect on myself for my neglect in 
leaving the women by themselves. Had any- 
one remained at home with them, in all 
probability this accident might not have 
happened ; but at all events the dreadful 
consequences would have been prevented. 
Sut the fact was, that the complete secu- 
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ritj I bad so- long enjoyed, had inspired me 
with a confidence bordering on rashness. 
Bell observing mj deep affliction, and that 
I continued to accuse mjseif of negligence, 
desired me, with tears in his ejes, not to 
consider myself in any respect culpable; 
even if I had been at home, it was by no 
means improbable that the same accident 
might have happened. I told him, the im« 
pression on my mind was such, that from 
this time nothing should make me so far 
forget my duty to my family as to leave 
them without a protector, no, not for an 
hour. 

" My good brother,^ said Harry, en- 
deavouring to soften the anxiety of my 
mind, << perhaps she is gone home to see 
her brother.'* 

*< Nonsense,^ I replied, " could she 
think of going so far without victuals, and 
alone ? Impossible."* 
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<< You doD^t know what the Indians 
can do, wb^n the great uglj spirit is on 
them,^ he said. 

BeU replied, *^ Though it is ahnost mad- 
Bess to entertain such an opinion, jet since 
Harry hi^ started it, I am willing to flatter 
mjself with the hope that it may be so.^ 

Three days passed away thus, in hope» 
in dottbt^ in fear., Harry now proposed to 
Bell to go overland with hiin to their peof^e. 
I very much approved of this plan, as there 
was no knowing how the Indians might 
take, this intelligence, if not informed of it 
by us. Bell agreed, and having armed 
themselves^ they set off the next day, with 
some provision, and the dog Swift with 
them. I charged Bell to have bis eyes 
about him, and strictly to follow Harry'^a 
advice, as he kpew the country well ; Mid 
if they found her there, to bring her back 
by water, but if the journey proved fruit- 
less, to return as they went, by land, as by 
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ftuch conduct w0 shoidd be better prepared 
on ibeir arrival. I said I would give them 
a fortnight, but if they did not return in 
that time I should be wretched indeed. 

When they were gone, T began to form 
many conjectures to myself respecting the 
poor woman. Perhaps some strange In- 
dians had met and taken her off with them, 
or she might be drowned by accident, or 
having wandered beyond her ktiovrledge, 
had been starved to death, or what was 
more likely, devoured by wild beasts ; in 
which opinion the women all joined. Thus 
we remained betwixt hope and fear, day 
after day. I never once left home fur« 
ther than to go down to the lagoon to 
catch a few fish for our daily subsistence, 
and that but seldom, as we lived chiefly on 
vegetable diet. In about a week after this, 
about nine o^clock at night, Owen cried 
out that he heard somebody halloo. We 
all ran out to listen, but could hear no- 

VOL. III. u 
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thing. A short time after, be said he was 
sure he heard it again. We looked at each 
other in fearful anxiety. The solemn si- 
lence we observed increased our agitation* 
7Ne were afraid to speak, and the silence 
became tremendous. We had no particular 
object of fear, yet all our senses seemed 
^wake. to the most dreadful apprehensions. 
We were soon undeceived, and the charm 
>vas broken, by hearing one of those noc- 
turnal birds, which on my first landing had 
^0 terrified, me. We now returned to our 
:cave with heiavy hearts ; and our anxiety 
continued to increase, till the whole. time 
-allotted for their absence was elapsed, and 
yet no sign of their return. 

About five days after tbis^ Swift came 
^running into the cave. 
. " Here they are," I cried in a transport. 
. On going out, I perceived Harry and 
another Indii^n coming down the hill. My 
mind now. misgave me at once, and I ear- 
nestly called out, ^f Where is B^ll ?"" 
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When they came in^ Hany said they had 
left him behind^ being sick. Eva cannot 
be^ there, thought I. llarry said Eira never 
went there. 

« What b the matter with my friend ?** 
aaid I. ** Tell me at once ; my mind is 
tortured by doubt and apprehension.'^ 

<< He will return in a few days with 
some of our friends,^ he replied. 

I desired my wife to sound Gaynosanto 
the other Indian, and she told me, that 
after Bell and Harry arrived there the In- 
dians held a private council. When they 
had done this, they told Harry they con- 
cluded Eva was either taken off by some 
strange Indians or devoured by the tigers, 
saying they knew me to be such a true 
friend that I would not consent to the 
spilling of any blood ; for with all their in-^ 
4lustry and vigilance, they could never 
bring such a charge against their white 
brother, united to them in flesh and blood. 
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, « WM*" say J tp her, ^^fiave ihef 
empiojei apies to wfttch oar copjduGt ; tell 

She then franklj owned that somje of 
tlieir people k^ beep diep^ted on spch an 
errand) a^d h^d actuiilly bieeii at tiin.e9 so 
near our habitation i|s to h^ye a fair yiew 
of our dorp^tip fipdetj .9114 bf?havipu|r. I 
was at first yery much hml fit thi9 ; hu% 
considering t|i.9t they c^ruie only to observe 
in what infinnier we treated tfae)rwolQ^n^ it 
strpc): fxke tbe motive w/ns f^ir and hoiv^urr 
^hle^ though the practice betrayed a want 
of con^idenoe ; yet (eyen for tbi^ jealousy 1^ 
ready excuse n^lght be tm^4' Perhaps 
tbeir owp e^pe^nee of the conduct of Eu- 
ropeans on m^py occasipns bad given them 
po very favourable opjnipn of their honogr 
and honesty, and e3^f;;i)ted a iiii6S4ence, wbi/cb 
their own simplicity of manners would 
otberwue have revolted at. Qn this cpi|- 
vfiideration I cQuld p^ but conoipend them. 



d by Google 



FElfBOSB'S lOukNAL. 117 

Tlie friendghip betw^n us was (indented 
bj the nratutl exchange of good offices, and 
their knowledge of our sincerity ttkd fair 
conduct 

ilU this time Harry seemed to Be much 
on the reserve. I asked him the reason, and 
why he did not gire me a fuii^ acconnt of 
aH that happened during their absence? 
He said Owagamy had desired him to keep 
bis month shut, a^ be himself wdmld tell 
every thing when he tesme with Bell, and 
then Oaynosanta was to go back with him; 

** Why shonid they give me so much 
uneasiness?'' said I. ** If Eta be there^ 
let her retom with her husband.^ 

Harry said, <* No, no ; she has been eaU 
en by the tigers long ago, or starved to 
death.'* 

<« If so,"" said 1, '« why did he not re- 
turn with you ?*• 

He said, «* Owagamy setft me off with 
tbat fiiaD^ thinking that you wtold grieve 
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at not baviDg any tidings ; but they wttt 
come soon, and then you will know alt^ 

Well, thought I,. if he has taken a fancy 
to reside with them, in God's name so let 
it be ; I must reconeile myself to my first 
manner of life as well as I can. 

More than a fortnight elapsed and yet 
no news of Bell. It then came into my 
bead that the Spaniards had got some know- 
ledge of him, and that the Indians had 
given him up. Yet this thought was doing 
injustice to my friends, who had ever be- 
haved with the strictest honour and fideli- 
ty. About two days after^ as Harry was 
coming out of the bushes, he spied three 
canoes coming into the bay. I immediate* 
2y ordered eur colours to be hoisted. We 
then got our boat ready and went down to 
welcome them as usual, as since Bell had 
left me I did not know how matters might 
be changed. Gaynosanto and I were alone 
in the boat. I had ordered Harry to stay 
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and guard the women We met tbem ai 
the mouth of the lagoon, and observed 
they had women with them. I now began 
to think thej intended to surprise me with 
a sight of Eva again. After ^giving them a 
salute, we put a way in before them. When 
we landed, Owagamjp" and Bell jumped on 
shore and came to us with a friendly sa« 
lutation, which gave me great pleasure. I 
saw two women in the canoe, but thej 
were strangers to me. When they came 
out, I led them up to the cave. I then be<^ 
gan to enquire of Bell who the ladies were 
that had honoured me with a visit, as my 
wife did not know them* He took one of 
them by the hand^ and presented her to me 
as his wife. 

« Hey day T said I, " if this be the 
case, . much joy to you.*" 
. He thanked me, and said the whole bu^ 
siness had been conducted by my friend 
<Owagamy and his council; and that ha 
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had submitted, not from dunce, but under 
the impresaion that if be dedlined the pro^ 
posal it might prove a itfubject of di^cvntent^ 
and iBToke us in mueb trouble. 

<^ You were very pmdenty messttiaie,^ 
said I ; ^' and I am keartiij glad that 
matters have cotee to so pieasiflg a^ con^ 
elusion.^ 

I now gav^ orders that things should be 
provided, in order to shew them every ei*^ 
vilitjr possible. They were all in high spi^ 
rits. Owagamy informed me thtft^ the bride 
was a widow of about twenty<<five yeitrs of 
age, named Aitnora^ or a thing desired^ 
Bell satisfied me the next day as td his f e^ 
maining so kxng among them^ The ac- 
count he gave was as follows : *^ Having 
^^ informed the Indians with the motive of 
<^ our visit, tbey called a council and took 
*^ me to it. It was held in a large wig- 
*< warn. When they were assembled to^- 
<* g^ther^ I was pkc^ by the side ci Ow»* 
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^ gamf. There was a profotidd sUefic^ 
<< for near half an hoUr, dmring whkh timer 
<< twelve of them ivere smoking. At krt 
'< an Indian got up and s^ke to me itt 
<< Spanlsbi sajing that his peopte desired 
^< him (Oatta-ioon) to be the one month 
<< or voiee, thrDUgh which I was to bea# 
<' the, sentiments of all. Thej knew, ho 
<^ said, that I was a true man, tbey daw 
<< mj heart through my eyes ; they were 
<« Infbrmed that I bad lost my wife sotnci 
« dilys before I came to vlsH them ; they 
« were satisfied wHh my ccmiiilg td theiti 
<< on this accoimt ; they should otb^wi^e 
*< have entertained a difierent Opifdoil df 
<< me. They knew the misfoMon^ wfeicH 
<* had happened to me was not of my (fwH 
<< seeking, but an deddentfor whkh 1 waft 
** no way accoantable ; aUd finding that I 
<< grieved so moch fixr the ld«is, Ihey wef 6 
<> determihtd to keilp me among them tffl 
*^ they could find a plant proper for my 
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^' cure. It had cost them some trouble to 
<' procure this remedy ; but thej had at 
^* length succeeded. It was a little droop-: 
^* ing for want of nourishment^ as it had 
** been a dry time lately where it grew.** 
An odd. kind of > noise was now heard, and 
three women appeared at the door. One 
of them was desired to come forward, Owa* 
gamy rbing, took her by the hand and 
saidy '* This is a woman, not of our na- 
^< tion, but our friend; sbe has lost her 
<< nourbher, and by her own consent we 
^* give her ta thee. Cherish her in thy 
^^ heart as thou didst our sister Matta^ 
^< nany, now no more. Thou shouldst not 
<< be without a wife, since thou' knowest 
^> so well how to. nourish and protect one. 
*< We have sent our valuable brother Gay* 
*^ nosanto, with Ayasharry, lest our great 
<< hearted white brother Penoly should 
;<< want assistance in the mean time. We 
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'< will return with Aanora and thee to thy 
<^ friend as soon as convenient.^ 
; When Bell had finished^ I desired Harry 
to return them our most heartj thanks fgt 
the manj testimonies of their love and 
friendship, and particularly for their great 
^ attention and kindness in , soothing and 
comforting my friend after bis melancholy 
loss, and providing him with so effectual 
and pleasant a remedy ; which I was sure^ 
from the goodness of his heart and his sin- 
cere attachment to them, he would value 
as he ought. Harry informed them, by 
my desire, that I had no liquor to treat 
them with ; my stock was quite exhausted. 
Owagamy said that all things decayed in 
time except the sun, moon, and stars, no 
wonder therefore that our liquor was out ; 
they were always satisfied with the afiec*^ 
tionate welcome they met with at our ha«/ 
bitation. They staid with us five days, 
and then took their leave. Before ^thejfi 
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wei>t I distributed some pieces of blue 
cloth amoftg them; wbich, on exMnina- 
tion, I was sorry to find' were mock injured 
hy the mk^ths. 

Wbeii I was aibout to take my leave of 
Owagamy at the boat^ and expressed my 
tot'isfactioH at the frieRdiy intercourse which . 
bad taken plade with their people, and the 
regard I entertained for them ; he smiled, 
and told Harry, thete was but one thing 
I had 6mkted to convince them of my 
good faith and confidenee* in them, i beg^ 
ged to know what that was, as I was not 
conscious of the stigbtett wUnt of aUention; 
He said, <' you hare maily times lookedto^ 
wards tlie piaee where we reside, bat is all 
the time you have remained here,' you have 
never wiliingly pnot ode foot before the 
' c»ther to tiflit mt and my people v ^ is true 
you did not iHierw the pisth through the 
wood, but Ayasban-y can lead you by tbe 
baad^ wbenever yoitf m»d i$ willing.^ 
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I JboU hifufk t)be 3Q)e reason of my nerer 
hayiiig peifpi^ned tbut duty, was tiie great 
charge I h^d on me to |N«8^lTe mj family, 
who were ef bis kindred a«d nation ; but 
that he migbt iMN(uaiiit his people, at hia 
retum, that I ivas noyr firmly resolved to 
pay ihem a vl$ii the first fair opportunity. 
Upon this they all shouted. We went down 
the l#gpon to «ee them off. 

Qarry and I oonld now make ourselres 
tolerably understood in Spanjsh, and we 
^ook every ocqasipn of practicing with Bell^ 
Hrho w.as kind enough to instruct us ; in** 
deed, for my own part, I bad a smattering 
of the lauguage before, which I had leara« 
ed whan at the Havaftaah. I told Bell, if 
hy any BCfiidemt I should be diacovered I 
wa9 resolved to pass for a Spaniard ; that he 
ahouJd mark a cross on one of my hands, 
^have my beard, and plait my hair behind, 
after the Spanish manner. 
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He laughed at me, and said, << it would 

not do, my tongue would soon betray me*'* 
. " Leave that to me,^ said I, " I have 
formed my plan better than you imagine ; 
as you shall hear. I shall call myself a 
native of Barcelona ; that I went into the 
service of an English gentleman at Venice 
when a boy, and remained with him and 
others after I came to England for many- 
years, by which means I lost my mother 
tongue in a great degree." 

« Troth," said he, « that will do mon, 
if you can but support your part weel 
throughout ; but your name, how will that 
answer?" 

** In that you must assist me," said I ; 
f * but let it be as near my own as possible.'^ 

All this being determined upon, he first 
took off my beard, and then plaited my 
hair. My wife and the other females were 
exceedingly diverted "at my transformatioi*. 
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She said, that I was gone back many 
moons, and had brought back a little 
joung head with me. Bell then put one 
of the old sombreros on mj head, and mak* 
ing me a low bow, welcomed me to his 
habitation, by the name of Signor Louis 
Fenalosa. While these operations were 
performed, Harry and Owen were absent. 
When I saw them coming, I put on a very 
grave look, and we all kept our countenances 
extremely well. Fully to describe their be- 
haviour on this occasion is impossible. 
When Harry first discovered me sittings 
80 altered in appearance, he fixed his eyes 
on Bell, and looked quite foolish and con- 
founded ; but on hearing me speak, poor 
.Owen burst into a flood of tears. I called 
him to me, but he ran to hide behind 
.Patty, held fast by her, and cried quite 
aloud. Upon this Bell endeavoured to 
'.bring him to mie, but he resisted with all 
his strength, saying it was not his father 
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be was sure. At last I called to Harry to 
come and shake hands with me. 

'^ or said be, *« I know it is you a 
little ; not you sideway ; one way your face 
so sharp ; bok like young calabash now.^ 

<< Thank you for your comparison, 
Harry.'' 

He added, *^ You look like young Spa- 
tiiard now ; why you do so ? You no love 
Spaniard.'' 

<< I do it to cheat them," said I. 

^* You no cheat our people ; they smell 
difference soon enough.'* 

Owen now began to be somewhat more 
composed, and smiled a little. He asked 
Bell what he cut his father for. My wife 
was much pleased with the alteration, and 
said every now and then, how pretty my 
new head looked, only she thought it quite 
too small. I told her it would soon grow 
larger, and in a few days the singularity.of 
my appearance wore off. 
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I now desired Bell to mark mj hand ; 
nrhich he did with two small needles tied 
together, and filled the punctures with wet 
powd«r. It cost me much pain and pa- 
tience before he had done. He had a si- 
milar crucifix on his own arm. To com- 
plete the deception, I proposed to make 
some smaller crosses to wear occasionally on 
our breasts. Bell, who was very inge-^ 
nious, began immediately to work upon a 
dollar, out of which he cast two or three 
small ones, which exactly suited our pur- 
pose. This being done, the metamorphosis 
was complete, and I became a Spaniard. 

I now told Bell that it would be nece^ 
sary to gire his lady another name, as such 
was our custom. 

*« Troth gi'e her the name you like 
best,** said he. 

No, I told him the choice was with him 
solely. 

YOL. Itl. I 
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^< Well then,'' he replied, <' we will caU 
her Janet, if ye like ^ and Janet was her 
name accordingly. My wife conveyed to 
her this intelligence, and she seemed 
mightily pleased with her new title. 

About the latter €nd of March, as Bdl 
and I were fishing in deep water, a pro- 
digious large shark came ranging close in 
view. Bell said it was different from any 
he had seen before. We immediately 
baited the shark hook with the bowels of 
a fish, and threw it right before his nose. 
He flew like a dart from it at first, but re« 
turned immediately, and took it invont>< 
ciously. As we knew we had him fast, wo 
gaye him time, and he afforded us very 
capital sport. He plunged below with 
great strength and velocity to a great depth ; 
but as we humoured him, he soon grew* 
tired, and kt us haul him in sight. We 
now got a fine view of him. To our very 
great surprise we Ibvnd the fish had a piece 
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i>f three inch rope in a knot jast above his 
tail, and that it had been on him for a 
great length of time. The fag endti were 
about a foot long, and had, as we thought^ 
been longer ; it was become white as flax. 
This fish was about sixteen feet in length, 
and the largest we had seen. It bad many* 
rows of teeth, and had doubtless been an 
old cruizer. Perhaps he had followed some 
ship from the coast of Africa to feed on the 
dead slaves, and had been taken and let go 
again, or made his escape. He was the 
true tiger shark, of a blue colour, with the 
tips and fins of his tail and fins jetlow« 
We made sev^al quarts of oil from his 
liver, which was of great service to us. . 

Speaking of fish, I must remark, that at 
times^e found an odd animal running over 
the bottom in shoal places. It was of a 
triangular form, about the siae of a large 
flounder, and carried its head erect as a hen 
does, with bright eyes, the back mottled 
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in a curious manner. It has four feet, or 
fins shaped like the back fin of a turtle, 
the tail resembling a fan, which with 
tlie fins or rather fin feet were edged with 
yellow. This creature can run along the 
bottom nimbly, and in deep water swims 
with ease. We never ventured to taste it, 
as we were fearful of the consequences. 
. We also found a sort of insect, or rather 
reptile, creeping in the shallow water, of a 
dark olive green, full of black circles. This 
creature advances in the manner our slugs 
do, dilating and contracting ; but the most 
curious part of the story is, that on being 
once touched, it instantly emits a most glo- 
rious purple liquid all round it to the dis- 
tance of a yard or more, so that the animal 
is no longer perceptible. 
, About the b^inning of May, my wife 
desired. Harry to get her some sappadillos 
the next time he. went into the woods. 
He promised he would, goon after, Harry 
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tpid me in private that he knew what had 
become of poor Eva. 

** Indeed T said I, much surprised. 
" How came you not to tell me of it 
sooner?" 

<* Because I thought it would be a pity 
to let Bell know it^ as it might make him 
miserable.*" 

<< Well, and when did you make the 
discovery?" 

" When I went last into the woods for 
the sappadillos. Conle with me, and I will 
convince you of the truth." 

I immediately accompanied him up the 
hill, where, in a hole under some bushes, 
he shewed me the remains of the cloth she 
used to wear round her waist. My blood 
ran cold at the sight. I desired him to ac- 
quaint me where and bow he found this. 
He said, as he was on his ramble* about two 
miles ofT, he came to a thicket, where he 
first found a rib bone, and looking about 
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furtheir be discovered the skull aad dtber 
bones, with these rags, and knowing them 
directly, be said his great spirit came tp* 
hiip so strong, that if five tigers bad been 
present he would have engaged them alL 
<< Well,"" said I, << keep it a secret till I 
see a proper time to disclose it hereafter. 
^ On mj return home I informed my wife 
of the who]^, with a strict injunction not 
to speak of it without my permission ;. for 
that my reason for telling her was, as a 
caution to prevent her going out at anjr 
time without a guard, and not to permit 
any of the women or children to wander out 
alone. It was not very long before a fa^ 
.vourable opportunity occurred of informing 
Bell of this melancholy catastrophe of bis 
poor wife Eva. He was greatly affected at 
the intelligence, as be expressed a sincere re- 
gard for her many virtues. He lamented 
ber like a man who was not ashamed of 
bis sorrow> but did not wish to obtrude it 
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upon otbers to darap their enjoyments. It 
made a lasting impression upon his mind^ 
though he exercised a manlj fortitude, in 
submitting to the will of the Almighty, 
Nothing particular happened till I had 
finished mj sixteenth jear* 
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CHAP. XXVIL 



SBmiTBKMTa TSAR OF MT MC8IDXNCB. 

I Kow commenced a new year^ which was 
marked by a visit from Uatta-ioon, with 
seven other Indians, all of them our old 
acquaintance. When we went to salute 
them, they all appeared very sad. They 
seated themselves and continued silent for 
a considerable time. At length Gatta-loon 
got up, and in a mournful strain made a 
long oration in Spanish to Bell, which I 
soon found was to convey the melancholy 
intelligence of Owagamy^s death. When 
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he had finished, seeing me very dejected, 
he took me by the hand and said, << I am 
Owagamy now, and will love my friends 
and stand by them as long as they and I 
live. Your friends shall be my friends ; 
and whoever would injure you shall fed 
the weight of my resentment.^ This was 
likewise said in Spanish, and we were all 
much pleased with the friendly assurance. 
We now informed them of poor Eva's fate, 
which they did not seem at all surprised at. 
They were before in a melancholy mood, 
and this did not enliven them. They staid 
with us but two days. Owagamy, they 
said, had charged them to be friends with 
us, and so they were determined to be. 
They were glad I had hit upon the expe- 
cUent of passing for a Spaniard, of which 
Harry had acquainted them. They said 
it would take a great stone off their heads, 
which they had carried on my account a 
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JiKig time» tmt tiiat they bad borne the 
weight of it willingly* 

OffBgam J liad erer been a stedfast frirad 
from o«ir first acquaintance^ He was a 
man of great penetration and forecast^ 
inucb beyond what migbt be expected from 
an uncultivated Indian. The news of hki 
death truly affected me. We had evev 
considovd him as our best bower-anchor 
whenever storms arose ; and he, with our 
good friend Komaloot, were ever ready t» 
atand our pilots and to conduct us safely 
into harbour secure from wind and we»- 
ther. Remembering all their good and 
generotts offices in the course of our ao^ 
^uaintanee, I desired Gatta-loon to signify 
^m his return our unfeigned sorrow and 
condolence to all friends ; which he faiCb- 
i«dly promised to do. We then parted 
jBoumfiilly but aflfectionafeely. 
> One evening as I wa^ reading, Owen 
came to me and sai^ Mr Bell desired! 
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Wi>uldeome out- and see the great rain- 
bow. 

^ A rainbow a»t night, boy P said I ; it 
being then near ten o^clock ; but a» I knew 
something uncommon was to be seen, I 
went ottt; and in tiie north-east was a 
large dense cloudy with a perfect bow of 
large magnitude, in colour somewhat like 
to skim miik ; but it was altogether more 
distinct than any one I had ever seen by 
•day. Bell and Harry had seen them be« 
fore 'f but ta me it was completely a no^ 
▼elty. 

About this time our fishermen brought 
in two fish of a kind which I have not yet 
described* One of them is called by some 
seamen the ballahoo^ if I am not mistaken* 
It is a fish long, round, and slim, shaped 
much like the garr*fish ; but differs much 
in all but the body. The upper fly of the 
tail being short, and the under one four 
times the length ^ it has but few fins ; and 
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in regard to its mouth verj singular, as the 
under jaw or mandible projects to ten times 
the length of the upper, terminating in a 
very sharp point, so that it is impossible 
it should seize prey as other fish do. But 
nature has given it such address, that when 
lying on the surface of the water, and per- 
ceiving its object, it instantly darts for- 
ward, as an arrow from a bow, piercing its 
prey with its lower bill, then sinking to 
the bottom, there it ^^ remains wounding it 
till it is no longer able to escape, and then- 
devours it at pleasure. This fish is often 
to be seen in shoal water. 

The other sort is a fish constructed 
much like the flying fish, but grows to the 
size of an ordinary mullet. It is curious- 
ly marked with blue, green, yellow, brown, 
and red ; the wings or fins are much long- 
er than the whole body, tail and all, and 
almost transparent. When they are ex- 
tended^ they spread broader than a man^s 
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hand, and are beautifully variegated with 
many colours. 

I shall now give some account of the 
great variety of lizards we met with in 
this quarter of the world. The most com- 
mon are called the lion lizard. They are 
to be met with in great numbers in the 
heat of the day, and are exceedingly swift 
of foot, although they seem to go much on 
the belly, which is checquered, very like 
our common English green snake. The 
back is striped horizontally from head to 
tail with delicate broad stripes of a brown 
and yellow colour, resembling velvet. The 
male is very vicious when after the female, 
and much larger. I have seen them above 
a foot in length. Their conjunction is late* 
ral. When the male first espies the fe- 
male, he protrudes a large bag from beneath 
his throat puffing out as full of wind, and 
drawing it back at pleasure, so that at 
other times it is not to be seen. This prac* 
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tice U common to the guaoo and all tb« 
lizard tribes. 

Galliwasp. This is another species, fre- 
quenting the woods, and lurking much in 
holes in the ground, of a dark gre^r and 
black colour. The Indians say they bite 
sbarpiy, but not poisonous, as reported by 
the negroes in tim West India islands. 
They are of the largest kind of lisards, and 
if pursued take to their holes ; but smoke 
soon dislodges them. They are also very 
indolent, remaining long in one place with- 
out moving. 

Satin lizard is another sort They are 
of a solitary disposition* You seldom find 
more than one in a place ; and that always 
in the shade, und^ a rock or in the chinks 
lOnd clefts of rocks, where they lurk day 
and night I have known them remain in 
one place for three days and ni|^ts with- 
out once changing their position. They 
are striped black, brown> white, and grey/ 
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and shine like satin at they move. They 
have one quality differing from all other 
kinds, which is the power of making their 
bodies so flat, that they can at pleasure 
adapt themselves to any small fissure or 
cleft they chuse to occupy. 

I have mentioned that sort called the 
wood slave already ; but to go through all 
their varieties is beyond my power. Some 
are yellow ; others black, brown, and 
speckled. Some love the heat and driest 
time of the day ; others are seldom seen 
but after rains. In general they live upon 
insects, and have the tongue forked like the 
snake. 

It happened one evenmg, after all my 
family were retired to rest, that my wife 
being awake, shook me, and when I an» 
swered her, she said some one or other of 
Uiem was sick, as she heard a sad moaning. 
She had scarcely spoken when I heard it 
myself. I got up immediately and called 
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Harry ; finding him well, we visited all the 
rest No person was the least ill or com- 
plaining, yet every now and then we heard 
sad and deep groans. We went to the 
dogs, but they were well and quiet. We 
were quite at a loss to account for this. 
Sometimes it ceased for a short time, then 
began again ; sometimes strong and deep, 
then again more faintly and weak ; and 
thus it continued till the dawn. We none 
of us went to sleep the whole night, except 
the children. Bell now started an idea that 
some strange Indians had perhaps discover- 
ed us, and they might make this sad moan- 
ing to draw us into the woods; as the 
sound seemed to come from beyond the 
spot where we found the treasure. This 
notion I treated lightly ; as if such a dis- 
covery had really been made, and they 
came as enemies, they would have attack- 
ed and not alarmed us first to put us oh 
our guard. 
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*< Wbat if it should be the depaoried spi« 
rit of the Tictim they left as a guard ovet 
their treasure P* said Harry. 

This made hs 8iiiile> bat we had stiU 
fearful apprehensions. The wobicii said 
they were sure suoie Indian or other per- 
son roust be there in a dying state; it 
might be some of our friends who had re* 
ceived some hurt oa his way to vistt us^ 
Thisy I must confess^ was rery plaasible^ 
wad made considerable impression ; the 
probability of it calkd for our immediate 
attention. I therefinre told Bell that he 
and Harry might arm themselves and take 
the dogs with them to find out the eause^ 
They immediately took guns,, maschuts, 
&G. and set off boldly. In about twenty 
minutes they returned. 

« Wh^ news?" said I. " Have you 
^sd it out ?"" 

<< Found it out !" said Bell, with a very 
serious countenance, ^ ay> ay, and if you 
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had been with us, jou would have found 
it out also.^ 

^< Without hesitation, make me at once 
acquainted with it, whateyer it may be ; I 
must be satisfied.'^ 

. « It is one of the natives,^ said he, << of 
a most gigantic size, and djing as I be* 
lieve ; but not one of our friends, as I ne- 
ver saw him come hither in their company ; 
nor do I think him of their tribe, as he 
differs greatly in colour from our friends. 
He shews not the least sense that we can 
perceive except that of pain, for he groans 
heavily." 

AH this time Harry kept aloof; the wo- 
men were gathered round to hear the story, 
«nd standing with open mouths. Bell, after 
he had given his account, began to look 
seriously on the ground, I could not tell 
what to make of it, I had some suspicions 
that all was not as we at first believed. 
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' <« He is not dead yet,". said I, "for I 
bear him groan." 

. Bell could not support it any longer ; he 
burst into a loud laughter, and holding up 
his head, said, ** messmate I am to wind- 
ward of you now " Harry came up at this 
moment, and joined in the laughter. 
. At leugth Bell said, ^< what do you think 
it may be ?" 

*^ You have the game all to yourselves," 
said I. 

« Well, then," oontmued Bell, <Mt il 
yon great cotton tree which was split by 
the lightning ; there is a broken limb which 
fell athwart another, and as the wind dies 
or freshens, it rubs more or less with a 
groaning noise, but when near it, you find 
•the sound is unlike that of any human 
creature in distress." 

.. If we had but courage to investigate the 
greater part. of our fears, we should find 
they had no better grounds to rest on« 
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I now came to a determiiiatioa to pa j 
my visit to my good friends to tke sontlM 
ward ; and for the journey I got Bell to 
make us a kaapsack each, to carry our 
roaated yams, &c. Harry was appoint- 
ed pilot ; and the pmrty consisted of Harry^ 
Owen, myself, and my dog Rover. When 
the time of our departure Came, I told 
Bell that I gave the whole charge of my 
family into bis bands; I was fully satisfied 
that during our absence he would be kind 
to my wife, and i^tentive ta all the rest ; 
then calling them together, I charged them 
all, in every thing to conform themselves 
to my friend''s advice, as I bad invested 
him with full authority, in my absence, to 
superintend all the affairs of our little co^ 
looy. That mine was a journey of aecea- 
sity, not of pleasure ; that I had promised 
our friends I would make them a visit, and 
I was resolved to keep my word. I took 
a sailor^s leave of my wi£e and the res^ 
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leaving them all abruptlj, and in tears. 
Harry was affected; Ike novelty of the 
journey pleased Owen, and for a time sus- 
pended his fitelings. I diall say notiiing of 
our journey, which waa made after the 
manner that has been already describedv 
We arrived all three in safety; but as I 
and the cUld had not been used to such 
long mardies, our feet were much blister- 
ed. We drew near to their residence about 
five in the evening, very much fatigued, as 
we had been six days on our journey, sleep- 
ing every night on the bare ground, with 
a large fire round us ; we lived scantily, as 
we got no more than four parrots and one 
pigeon during the whole journey; Harry 
indeed shotii duck in a pond, and as ho 
could not get at it he wanted to send the 
dog in for it; but this I at once rernon^ 
atrated against, lest he might be devoured 
by the alligators* .When we had got thua 
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far, I made my child sit down by me, and' 
sent Harry into the town befwe us, to 
procure us a welcome reception. In a 
short time we heard, a confused noise of 
many pieoplie advancing towards us, and 
soon after perceived a throng of men, wo-' 
men, and children, coming up with little 
bells, calabashes, and a rude kind of flute, 
making altogether a most confused noise t 
6atta-ioon, Harry»ttnd several other faces^ 
I was well acquainted with, were at their 
head* . We rose to meet them. Gatta-loon" 
came forward and took me by the hand, 
with a generous smile on his face^ and 
gave me a most kind welcome. . There ap«" 
peared in the countenances of them all the 
expression of true benevolence, mingled in 
a degree with admiration. I felt a sensa- 
tion of delight, and my spirits were exhi- 
lirated beyond what I can describe; my 
fatigue was forgotten, and my heart only 
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open to those impressions of benignity and 
tenderness which were reflected from every 
countenance around me. 

Owen kept close to me, as we went into 
their ranges of houses or wigwams, and ob- 
served every thing with the greatest as- 
tonishment, it being the first time he had 
ever made his appearance in public. Every 
object he saw excited new admiration; 
every fresh scene was a scene of wonder 
and delight. I had dressed him for th^ 
occasion, and he really looked like a young 
cupid, with his sheaf of arrows at his back, 
and his bow over his arm. We were led 
to a wigwam something larger than the 
rest, and at the entrance were met by Zula- 
wana and others. There sat on a mat a 
very ancient woman, to whom Zulawana 
led up my child. She took great pains to 
examine him, her sight being' dim through 
age. She then placed her left hand on his 



d by Google 



sbauldar, and nmttered some fevr words, 
wfaidi I desired might be interpivted td 
me, and it was to this effeet : <^ Let not as 
<< arrovr hit hisn » I^ not fire burn him, a 
<< tree fail on hun^ or the water choke him ^ 
^ all jou strong men preserve him from 
^ the e¥tl spirit of those who woold hurl 
^ or destroy him in iubr years of yxmth ami 
" temleraess.'' 

Harry bow observed to me that die wa» 
fnoe of their good cnnniag women^ and had 
told many stran^ things, and that an Iii» 
dian had said to him tihey expected lis tfai» 
moon, she having foretold it to them for 
some days. The young Indums flocked 
round Owes, and by gentle usage coaxed 
Jhim 0^, and began to show him their dex- 
terity with the bow and arrows. Owen 
having his unde Harry at his side^ took 
courage, and shewed them some proolit dT 
his skill Some of l^e cfaildrm would 
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gently touch himt and then look on their 
own fingers, thinking his colour might rub 
off as he was fairer than thej were ; not- 
withstanding he had more the appearance 
of an Indian than a European. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 



When I had been with them about two 
days, Gatta-Ioon said he was mighty glad I 
had turned Spaniard, as there was at that 
time an old Spanish soldier come among 
them, and he intended to come and see me 
in a short time, being then absent with 
two of their people; but he had taken 
care to spread the report that I was of that 
nation. This put me on my guard, and it 
was now necessary that I should act the 
Spaniard indeed, which I was resolved to 
do in the best manner I could. Soon after 
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this h4 came, and saluted me after the Spa** 
nish mamier. I returned the civility, and« 
a conversation commenced. I gave him 
mj whole historj ; that I was a native of 
Barcdona, but :had when a boy entered' 
into the service of an English gentlenian^ 
who was at that time in Venice, went with', 
him to England, Ike. ; that in the course of. 
time: I had lost much of my mother 
tongue, and after a multitude of changes* 
became a servant to a gentleman boiind to 
England from Jamaica, was taken, carried 
into the Havannah, and put prisoner on 
boai^d a Spanish man of war; that after 
many other turns of fortune I was lost in 
a canoe on this shore, where I had resided 
many years, part of the time quite alone. 
He seemed amazed at what I related, and 
said he found I could not speak Spanish 
fluently, but that I looked like a Biscayan 
very much. He then asked. my name, and 
I told him it was Xouis Penalosa. In thi 
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conrse of conyersatioo, I mentioned the dr« 
cumstance whieh bad happened Iran the 
fibip^s top, when I was a prisoner. On this 
the old man gave a start, and said he re^ 
membered the affair wdl, being a marine 
on board that ship. I inquired his name. 
He said it was Pablo Nnnes. I <fid not 
remember his person. He asked me if I re« 
collected a man whose name was Nick 
Jones? I said, <* rery well.'* 

<< Aje,^ said he, ^^ he was placed sentrjr 
Oyer me, while in the stocks for drunken- 
ness,^ calling him Nico Tone. 

While we were thus talking, I called my 
son Owen. The child came to me. Nunes 
took him by the hand, and said, ** good 
boy, habla Inglese, yo haUa Inglese tani 
t>ien, what is your name boy P^ 

<< Owen,^ he answered. 

I begged the old man to inform me 
where he had learnt English. He said 
J&e had been taken by the English in the 
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reign of Queen Anne ; that he was a prison- 
er in a castle near Portsmouth. On bein^ 
released, he went in Sir John Norris^ 
fleet, was up the Bahic with him in a ship 
called the Boyne^and remembered Peter the 
Great when on board the fleet, and gare 
some anecdotes of him, particularly that he 
refused to drink the Queen'^s health with 
the Admiral, out of a silver pint can ; but 
ordered a pipe of wine on the quarter deck, 
then calling for m axe, knocked in the 
head, took a mess can and dipt into it, then 
lifting the can to his head, drank such a 
qnantitj that Norris would not venture to 
do the like. Also, that to please him, the 
Admiral ordered a sham engagement, and 
that Peter took up a shot in his hand, de- 
siring the Admiral would use some of them, 
as it was mere children^ pla j without them. 
The Admiral begged to be excused, as he 
could not make so free with hb mistresses 
subjects* 
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In a day or two the old man grew very 
fond of me. He said, « Ah ! brother 
<< Englese, I have no wife or children, 
<' neither have I any provision from the 
f^' crown, now I am become old and no 
f < longer of serricel I have been from the 
<^ old country more thiui thirty years, and 
f< should I return to Burgos, where I was 
<^ born, no one would know me there at 
<^ this day, without plata. I have been a 
^* fool in my time, and. have now nothing 
** left,. but poverty, rags, and grey hairs;" 
.Then giving a heavy sigh, said, <* he was 
<< grown weary of time, having been: put 
.<< off so many delays for a passage h6me, 
f* where, if he arrived, the poor pention that 
'^ would be allowed was not worth going 
.<^ for. He had for some time followed the 
<< profession of a barber, and maker of 
^* segarros, until he had rambled hither, 
\^* thinking that he would end his days 
'^ after the simple mode of the Indians, as 
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<* he had now no more care for this world, 
<< not believing that he had a friend in ex* 
** istence.^ 

The old man delivered his storj in such 
plain honest terms, that I at once said to 
him, *^ Pablo Nunez, do you know how to 
keep a faithful friend if jou should find 
one?'* 

He at once fixed his eyes on me and re* 
plied, << What interest can these grey hairi 
find in falsiehood at my time of life ? I am 
. now seventy years of age ; my stay in 
this world is but short ; I would willingly 
pass it in peace and quiet, to prepare my- 
self for a better.'' 

<< Could you be content," said I, ^* to 
reside at my habitation with me and my 
family ; to fare as we do ; to eat your mor- 
isel with cheerfulness ? All I can offer you 
is a resting place from your labour, and the 
society of a few very sincere friends," 
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"^' Mj good friend Penfdosa, all my am- 
bition 18 to pass the short remainder of my 
days in peaceful tranquillity; if, beyond 
this, I am favoured with yonr friendship 
and the sweet soeiety of your Ceunily, my 
joys will be complete. There is but one 
thing more I would claim, which I am 
sure you will not deny me, a quiet grave, 
end that you wilt lay me in it as a friend 
aiid brother." 

I took him by the band,, and said I ac- 
cepted him as one of my family; but I 
miist insist on one previous condition, 
which wa^, that be would swear never to 
betray the confidence I was ready to place 
in him. He immediately put bis band to 
bi^ breast, and swore by the blessed Vir« 
gin that he would be true and faithful to 
me and mine.' this he did in presence of 
alt our mutual friends ; wtio as soon as 
they understood what had paiised gave a 
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joyful shout of Approbation. He was thu^ 
elected a member of our little society. 

I now wished to dqpart as soon as pos*^ 
sible, which I mentioned to my old fri^nds^ 
who were by no means against it, as they ' 
knew my reasona, I agreed with Gay no- 
santo to make me two stout canoes, for 
which I promised to pay fifty dollars. He 

^ engaged to get them made, and to bring 
them round to us in about three moons. 
Obperviog hides among them, I [voposed 
they should load the canoes with them» 

, and some cotton cloth and matts, for all 
which I would mak^them ample satisfaction. 
This business concluded, I prepared to re- 
turn by sea, as old Nunez cpuld not travel. 
' 90 far by. land. This they said was proper,, 
and every thing was got ready fpr the pur« 
pose. After having been with than near 
a Cortiiight, we left them in four canoes ; 
our <?ompaqy consisted of Gatta-loon asi 
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commander in chief, Zulawana and sevea 
other Indians, with ourselves. 

We «et sail with a favourable south-west 
wind, and stood away brge after we got 
clear of their creek. This took us the 
whole day. We then put in shore and 
landed -on « beach. The Indians soon made 
up « shelter of bushes, and we composed 
ourselves to rest for that nigbt. Early at 
the peep of day we were off again ; but 
the wind fell so, that they took to their 
paddles. Sometimes they -stood, «t other 
times they paddled upon their knees. We 
went at the rate of seven knots an hour. 
In the evening we put into a low head-land 
full of trees; but as the moon rose soon 
after, we nmafned there hnt a sliort time, 
just to eat, and then put off again. I ob* 
served they acted with great caution, speak* 
ing in a low voice ; and thus we proceeded 
till about twelve o^clock ; then put in 
again^ took a short nap in our canoes. 
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and about five got a fair wind again, i 
sow found Zulawaaa began to grow un« 
easy, frequently urging t>n the Indians 
whenever the wind fell. I was anxious td 
know the cause of this ; but as they spoke 
HI their own tongue I eould only eatcfa li 
word now and then. However I was soon 
informed by Harry, that as the moon wad 
then going to turn sides, there might come 
on a strong wind from the north, with 
rain; and if so we should be obliged to 
put in and perhaps remain there somedaysL 
This w«s no very agreeable news ; but as 
we were not the pilots, and had no part of 
the direction, we were silent. 

This evening Zulawana told me that we 
should see the hong Key near my place 
the next morning, if they only went td 
sleep for a few hours. This we agreed to^ 
and to put out about five again. But we 
had not composed ourselves long before I 
fclt a cool breene from the north, i hint* 
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edto Nunez th«t I did not like our birth, 
and proposed that we should put into it 
small baj on the other side of the point we 
were now at. This was contplied with> and 
we hauled up the boats. It now came on 
to rain, the clouds gathered, and th^ In- 
dians began to prepare shelter as fast as 
possible; and thus we remained for three 
days. Poor Owen shivered with the cold, 
as be had never been escposed to the like 
before, thou^ to us the change was scarce* 
Ij perceptible. 

On tbe third day, when we had eaten up 
all our provisions, I took Hainry out with 
me to see if we could shoot any thing ; but 
in a short time tbe Indians sounded a shell 
for us to return. We did so ; <and 2ula^ 
^ana proposed, as it was jiow almost be* 
come a calm, that we should push for it s 
And away we weijt Tbe Indians began 
to work away with all their might. My 
poor hqy .was ahnpst fan^hed for want of 
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food. At last thej all began to sing, Gat* 
ta-lo<Mi shewing the example. When I 
asked the reason, thej said we should see 
our place soon. This I eould not well cre^ 
dit ; but in about an hour aftw, one of the 
Indians called out and pointed with his 
finger, and I saw the point of a low spit of 
land, which they told rae was where I lived x 
but, on mj standing up, I found it to be 
our Long Eej. Upon this I told Harry 
to begin his song, which I knew would 
please them. This gare them all fresh 
spirits, and in about two hours we came in 
with it. 

: The pleasure I felt on our arrival was 
next to that of landing on mj native shore. 
I immediately went off with mj gun> 
others to strike fish, giving orders to have 
a good fire made up in the mean time. In 
. about two hours we all assembled, and re^ 
' ' lieved our craving stomachs with what we 
bad procured. About three o'clodc we em- 
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barked again. I anxiously looked out for 
our signal, but saw noae, as thej had not 
seen us when we came within the bay. I 
now took up a shell, and gave my usual 
blasts soon after which I saw our flag out, 
which rejoiced me much. Wlien we got 
within the lagoon, I heard BelPs eonch 
sound, which I well knew, as we had each 
of us a different mode of blowing, so as t# 
know each other^a blast. When we were 
in sight of the landing place^ we saw all 
our family out dancing and singing. Owen 
jumped out, and swam to shore,, and when 
we all landed, the joy of meeting was S9 
universal and so great, that I shall not 
pretend to describe it particularly ; I wiU 
only observe, that my wife expressed her 
satisfaction by a flood of tears. Bell, told 
me that all had been well in my absence^ 
and that they had longed every hour for 
my return, . After an absence of three 
leeeka^ we were now once more reinstated 



d by Google 



PENROSE'S JOURNAL. 4«7 

in the bosom of our familj We had left 
three dogs at home ; Hariy being so great 
a sportsman that he now and then begged 
one from his friends. Rover seemed as 
glad of 'his return as anj of us, and as he 
was frisking about with the other dogs, I 
missed Swift ; on inquiring, I was inform- 
ed that he had died about five days after 
our departure, in consequence of the bite 
of a snake. 

This little absence had made my home 
more delightful to me than ever. I intro- 
duced old Nunez to my friend Bell and all my 
family, representing him in the most fa- 
vourable light. Our friends the Indians 
staid with us four days, and on the third 
Soroteet, or the crab-catcher, was missing 
for a time. At length he came down the 
hill, with a small basket of flowers, which 
he had gathered in the woods. These, to 
our great surprise, he presented to Jessy^ 
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She received them rtrj gradoudj, whieb 
increased our wonder. Thmi thej both 
came to me, and Soroteet asked me if I 
would siiffer him to remain among us^ if 
Jesflj would accept of him as a husband? 
I ftsked Gatta-loott if it was agreeable to 
them that it should be so, en which condition 
I was willing to give my consent, as I todk 
it for granted the affair had been settled 
between him and Harrj while we were at 
ibfiir place, wbi^h I soon found to have been 
the case. All agreed to the proposal^ and 
the marriage, took place immediately ; after 
which they took their leave of us in perfect 
good humour and friendship. 

My first care was now to build two new- 
wigwams,., to accommodate the increase of 
our fan^Iy, I proposed that Bell and old 
Nunez should live in one, and the new 
. married couple in the other, Th^ were 
soon finLlhed and taken posseasiioii of a^ 
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Gordingty. Bell, Nunez, mjr wife^ and I 
always messed together, and we lired in 
perfect harmonj, without anj incident 
worth relating, to the. conclusion of my 
seventeenth year. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 



Toatenxunwrmjot op my sindbnck;. 

Soon after the commencement of this my 
eighteenth year, about nine aVlock in the 
evening, we heard the report of several 
heavy guns in the oflSng. Bell ran up the 
hill, but could perceive no flashes. Thi» 
surprised us much, and we knew not how 
to account for it ; but old Nunez observed 
it might be guarda costas, as the Spaniards 
had several out to prevent the contraband 
trade since the late peace. 

" Late peace !** said I. *« Surely peace 
between the two nations has been establish^ 
ed for many years»^ 
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** My good friend,^ replied Nunex, " in 
your retirement you have been very foptu» 
nately ignorant of the calamities of Europe. 
Peace is but just concluded, another wair 
having taken place since that you and I 
were concerned in.'' 

On the 17th day of July, as our people 
were busy making torches, about ten in the 
forenoon, to our great surprise, we heard 
a gun fired, as from some vessel near the 
sh<Nre. This wa» a novelty indeed, and 
what to think, Or how to act, we could not 
immediately tell. Away ran Harry up the 
bill, and soon came down with the news^ 
that there was a fine ship right off, not far 
from the Long Key, with a flag out. 

<< Hoot, hoot, mon," said Bell, '< that 
canna be ; but let us gang up the hitl and 
see what a' this may come to;" 

We at once ascended the hill, and saw • 
large sloop quite in shore with our bay.. 
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r *^ This is strange inde^/ said I, *^ how 
are we to act on tfus occasion ? You see 
they have hauled down their colours three 
times. They have certainly discovered U3 
by the great fire that was made this mom* 
' ing, and would speak with. us. We are in 
It critical situation, and it requires some 
exercise of judgment to know how we are 
to proceed.^ . 

By means of the glass I could plainly 
|>erceiire she had up a St Greorge^s jack. 

" They are English,'* I cried, " or if 
Spaniards they have at length dbcovered 
our retreat, and are come to learn what we 
are here upon.'' 

« WeU," said Bell, « suppose they arc, 
if yon are willing we will go off to tfaenu 
What have we to fear ? Let th^ wori^ 
come if it will. What think you th^ 
would do With a couple of such forlorn fel- 
lows as we are?'' 
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At length we determined that Bell and 
old NuneR sbould go off to them. No 
sooner said than done. We acquainted 
Nunes with oar intention,, and all was at 
once hurry and confttsion to get ready the 
yawl for the occasion ; which being done, 
off they went without arms or any thing 
but water. I gave Bell and Nunez such 
directions as I thought it^would be prudent 
to follow. I saw them clear out of the 
lagoon, and then alongside the sloop. My. 
heart began to beat violently, and I re^ 
fleeted with myself that this day would 
produce some important event, but whe^ 
ther favourable or disastrous to us was yet 
uncertain. I determined to keep up my 
spirits, and to prepare my mind for what- 
ever might happen. I thought every mi- 
nute of their absence an hour, so. great was 
my aiixiety. In about four hours they re« 
turned, and gave the following account of 
their expedition. Bell said : he found her 
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to be a Bermudian built sloop ; she mount- 
ed guns, and had altogether a warlike ap- 
pearance; her bottom was as white as a 
hound\i tooth. As they drew near her, he 
plainly heard some one say in English, << a 
Tope for the boat,^ wiA an oath tacked to 
die end of it. He then hailed them in Spa- 
nish, and was answered in the same lan- 
guage. When be got on board, he asked 
from whence they came, and was answer- 
ed from Killicranky. This sounded odd to 
him, but he soon found they were Eng^. 
lish. 

<<• WeQ,"* said I, << and what has brought 
Uiem hither? I suppose by their waiiike 
appearance they are {Mrates.^ 

" No, no,'* he replied, .^* they mre what 
you may caU fiur traders ; and we can pur- 
chase some flour of Uiem if you think pro- 
per.** 

<' Well,"* said 1 4 <« and how did yo«f 
pass on them?* 
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^ As a true Spaniard)^ he said ; ^ and 
thej have no suspicion to the contrary. I 
told them we lived five miles up the coun- 
try, and thaft we wouM purchase from 
them if they remained a day or two. Upon 
which they desired to know where they 
could water, and i directed them to the 
point of Long Key. So I think I have 
executed my commisnon tolerably well.^ 

** Wdl, then,"^ I replied, '* we must, in 
the first place, get out a parcel of our dol- 
lars and boil them in hot water and ashes 
to get off dieir blackness. But what may 
they ask per barrel ?^ 

<< Thirty pieces of eigbtj^ said he. 

<< That may be a trifle to us,"^ I added ; 
<( but money enough for them, G<A knows { 
How many will they spare us f^ 

<< As many as we want. For seeing 
our signal of smoke as they thought, they 
brought to, and fired a gun, to shew they 
were well disposed to trade with u^"* 
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« What do you really take them -to 
be?'' 

^< Why, tliey are from America, and ave^ 
upon whiit they call the fair diing.^ 

I told Bell we should be nowunder the 
necessity of disooireriog the a^ret of our 
cash to old Nunez. He said if it must be. 
so, and he had sworn to be faithful to us,; 
it inight not be amiss to swear him again 
on my bible ; and at the same time let him 
know that we are Englishman, as in the 
course of time he must know it; and he. 
believed he already suspected the truth, by 
our speaking English .so often, and by 
some small hints he let fall at times. I 
agreed with him in opinion ; wA as we had 
no time to spare, desired Bell to open \t 
to him immediately in Spanish ; and sent 
for him for the pufpose. 

When became. Bell began with him to 
the following effect : <' Signor Nunez, my. 
friend wd I have sent for you fpr the pur# 
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pose of making such communications as 
must at once convince you of our sincere 
friendship, and the implicit confidence we 
place in jour integrity and judgment. You 
know that your joining our society was at 
your own particular desire ; and that you 
have sworn to be true to us in all things, 
and to keep secret what shall be imparted 
to you in confidence. This I believe is 
the only compact between us."^ 

Nunez at once acknowledged the agree- 
ment, and said *' we might depend on his 
obedience to our will in all things, as he 
was sure we should exact from him no 
complifuace that would do violence to his 
honour or bis religion. He was a poor old 
man, almost useless, and entirely depend- 
ent on our generosity for the comforts and 
conveniences he enjoyed.*^ . 

** Weil, then,"' said Bell, « as we are 
about to convince you of our good opinion, 
by the discovery of treasure;^ of which we 

VOL. III. M 
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mean jou to be a partaker, yon will c^«. 
tainly not object to swear once more on 
the contents of 4iiis holy bo^, tbat you 
will inviolably keep secret what we shall 
now unfold to you. We are two plain 
honest men, and have no evil in our hearts 
against you or any man on earth. The 
book I now put into your hapd contains 
the holy scriptures ; this cross which I lay 
upon it is in commemoration only of him 
who suffered for lost mankind, and by 
whose holy gospel you bind yourself to 
us." 

He dropped on his knees, kissed the book 
with the greatest reverence, at the same time 
proriouncing his oath aloud, and with great 
energy. 

Bell then acquainted him that we were 
Englishmen, and desmbed to him the tj:«a« 
sure we had found, and where it was now 
deposited. We found thf t he had suspected 
our being Bngbshmea ; and for the rest. 
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We might rely upon Us iidelitj, he said ; 
«ad returned us thatfks for the faonoar we 
iiad doee l»tn, bj adtmUing him a member 
of our family ; and the important secret 
we had entrusted him with, he frould ever 
hold sacred and inviolate. 

I thea set torn, fieli, and Harry, to worlr 
with tbe dollars. When the old man first 
befadd our treamre he was truly astonish- 
ed^ and cried outy *^ Santa Maria ! macho 
plata per cierta i Maraviilosa T 

When this business was done, 'early the 
next day I sent off Bell, Nunez^ and Har*- 
ry in the yawl, with a qnantity of money^ 
yams, plantains, f>otatoes, oranges, limes, 
^nd beans, to tmfiie with them in the best 
. maatter they conld, and to make such pre- 
-aeats to the officers as they thought fit ; 
ako to purchase any thing they knew we 
stood most in need of, and bring an accoimt 
of what they might have to dispose of. 
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' Abotit twelve o^clock the boat returned. 
Bell told me he had agreed for twelve bap- 
rels of flour, and a goat with joung, to.be 
delivered at the old plantation ; a barrel 
t)f gunpowder ; shot of different sizes ; a 
parcel of flints, . nails, fish-hooks, clasp 
knives ; two saws ; six chissels ; two adzes ; 
live hatchets v three axes, and some other 
articles. He said they. acted .with great 
caution and dispatch, and enquired much 
about the guarda costas. The captain^s 
name he could not learn ; but as the cargo 
<;onsisted of many other articles, he advis- 
ed me to visit the sloop myself. I might 
pass for an Irishman, and I could then 
please myself. I resolved to. tsdce his ad- 
vice; and as iny wife. had. never been on 
board any vessel, I determined to take her 
with me. So, early on the morrow we set 
off; my wife, BeH, Owen, and I, in the 
yawl 4 Nunez and Harry in the old. canoe ; 
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leaving Soroteet as a goard at home. When 
we came alongside, Bell went first ^on 
board, and told them that I was a netgh-^ 
hour and partner of his ; that I was born 
in Ireland, but had resided, many jears in 
that country ; that the Ii^dian woman was. 
my wife, and the boy. my son. I had given 
Owen a charge to say his name wa^Mus^ 
kelly, if he should be asked, but otherwise 
not to speak ; for if he did in English they 
would carry him away with them, and be 
would never see me again. I had no occasion 
to say more to him ; this was sufficient cau-^ 
tion. After we had been on board some 
time, I asked them how they came into these 
parts, so very remote^ as KUlicranky was 
in Scotland ? 

Upon this they said, " there might be 
more places of the same name ; and if I 
did not ask so many questions^ they would 
not tell me so many Ues*^ 
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'' Well, then, faitli and trotfa,'^ said I, 
<< I know: bow to keep my breatb ta cool 
my porridge.^ 

- I bought at them » largt griodfltone;: 
two watches; twa dozen of white beaver 
hatt ; five pieces of striped Unen ; some 
thread,. Osnabnrghs^ and twine. Bell pro^ 
duced his small diamonds, and a little fel- 
low who* seemed to be a doctor was put ta< 
exaimne them; tbej had them for the 
value of about 200 dollars in truck ; but 
we observed this part of the game was 
played under the rose,, in the roundhouse. 
We likewise bought another watch for our 
friend Nunez; needles^ pins, scissors,. ra- 
zors ; ravenduck ; a good telescope^ as that 
I had was but a very indifferent one ; some 
medicines and lancets^ which werechosen by 
Bell; some pen-knives; two large iron pots;, 
cordage; a goose and gander, with a 
drake and duck ; and well did we pay for 



d by Google 



PENROSE'S JOURNAL. 1$3 

them. We bad likewise a few quart 
bottles and phials, also a mallet $ two d6^ 
zen sail needles ; three marlinspikes^ and 
a do^en of soaall blocks ; several kinds of 
amall stuff, sach as ratJiiie, niar4ine, spun- 
jarn, 8ec; Bell took notice of some dmtill 
red-framed looking-glasses, and it immedi*- 
ately struck me that tfaey would sei^re as 
presents to our Indian neighbours, as well 
as a few for our own use. We therefore 
bought three dozen of them ; a doeen of 
table knives and forks, and manj other 
articles. 

When our traffic was at an end, they^ 
seemed to wish our departure, and we 
wanted their company as little. We^ 
therefore at once took our leave, and ils 
we were going off heard the order given- 
to run up their anchor,, and hoist the jib, 
which being done,, away they went close 
hauled with the wind at south, and we 
made for the shore) gt«d enough they had. 
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paid us the visit, and as glad of their depar- 
ture, as v^e wanted no more of their com- 
pany. 

When we had got alt our purchase home 
safe, we were as busy as bees in arranging 
the different articles. We lodged our flour 
in the kitchen, and when we came to the 
white hats, I put one on each of their heads> 
and tbty were not a little proud of this dis- 
tinction. We now began to make shirtsy 
shifts, trowsers, and the like, so that in a 
short time we were, quite .fine. My wife 
expressed her wonder at, every thing she 
had seen) for it was all new to her. She 
called the roundhouse, the. little wigwam of 
the great men ; the hold,, the long kitchen 
of my countrymen ; but she said she did not 
'ike them, as they were very impudent, for 
they looked through her eyes when she of- 
fered to open them. 

Owen and Harry remarked, they could 
not tJbiak bow so many people cauld 
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find victuals to eat, and how they could 
cariy those great heavy shooters. Owen 
thought it strange to see them run up the 
shrouds, and pull the ropes through the 
blocks ; but the drum was what struck 
them most, bow they could possibly put so 
much noise iiito that thing, with no more 
than two little sticks. 

Bell, when on board, begged to have a 
gun fired, to see what effect it would have 
on the Indians, and they obliged him with 
three. When the first ^ent off, Harry ran 
to me, got behind my back, stared like a 
wild cat, and shook like a leaf, crying out, 
** ow, ow, ow.^ Owen fell down, and 
roared aloud. But it had a different effect 
on my wife; she stood motionless, with 
her eyes closed ; as she began to recover, 
she desired me to be going, for she was sure 
such another knock would shake her head 
off, and split her heart.. 
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The women had each of them a looking 
glass presented to tbem, in whidh they 
were constantlj looking,, and ealted tiiem 
water stones. Bat the watches were the 
objects of the greatest wonder to all ; nor 
could we persuade them but tbat there fiatist 
be a spider or some suth small insect within 
them, made Owyooki of, or as we call 
witches, to keep them always- moving and 
ticking. To preserre them, we were 
obliged in a degree to give into their no^ 
lion, by informing them th6t no one must 
touch them, but those who hud learned the 
charm on the other side the great watei^. 
This succeeded so well, that not a soul would' 
touch a watch on any persuasion whatever. 
Harry and Ow€n, if they saw either of os 
go to wind one latp^ would immediately 
withdraw to some distance. This was ju^ 
AS we would have it, otherwise our wat<:jhes 
would been soon spoiled. But what is re* 
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markabU, my ytmng Rees could never be 
brought to fear a watch in the least; and 
ibis gave us some trouble, as we were 
obliged to make fobs to carry them about 
with us, or hang them very high in the 
evenings out of reach. 

After a short time we made leaven, and 
kneaded cakes. Our ladies became so ex- 
ceedingly fond of them, that I was sorry we 
had' not purchased more- flour, or that we 
had procured any at all ; as in our situation,, 
to increase our wants, wa», on the first de* 
privation, to increase our misery. The in- 
troduction therefore of any comfort or ac- 
commodation that could not be continued 
was impolitic, and fH'oductive of more in- 
jury than service^ We found, by our 
mode of making cakes, that there was coo- 
»iderable waste. I therefore proposed to 
Bell, that we should contrive, if possible, to 
make an oven. As this was an undertak- 
ing of some magnitude, I began to restrict 
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them in the use of flour, until the oven 
should be built. Bell proposed making 
bricks, and. burning lime of shells ; but 
Nunez told us we need not give ourselves 
all this trouble, as he saw we could make 
yabbas well enough ; why should we not 
raise a large deep oven in somewhat the 
same form, and make a clay hearth for it 
to rest on, which, when well burnt, we had 
only to heat properly, and lay our bread on 
it, then turn down tlie large yabba oven 
over it, covering the whole occasionally 
with hot ashes ? The process was certain* 
ly simple, and we immediately began to 
form one, in which we succeeded to our 
wishes. Nunez then, with the help of 
Harry, built a small thatched shed over it, 
and in this oven we baked now and then, 
when Bell, who had been appointed our 
steward,, thought proper. Thus we had 
commonly bread three times a^week, and 
about half a pound each. I soon percek^ 
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ed, however, as our meal was not like the 
widow^s that wasted not, that the oven 
would be useless in a little time for want 
of flour ; and to make it last the longer, 
from this time we used to mix jams, plan- 
tains, &c. with the flour, and produced 
very good bread with these ingredients. 

Thus our time passed away happily in 
love and friendship ; it is true, that we 
were confined to a solitary shore, but we 
were unmolested in our retreat, and enjoy- 
ed a constant round of tranquillity; we 
bad no wants but what we could well sup- 
ply, aiid must have been the inost ungrateful 
of mortals, if we did not thank God for his 
blessings, and learn to be content with our 
lot. I could not help frequently looking 
back to the forlorn situation in which I 
was first cast upon this shore ; without fire, 
food, or raiment, to comfort, to support, 
or to cover me ; exposed to the scorching 
rays of the sun by day, and to the heavy 
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dews by iiigfat Yet had God spread a 
table for me in this wiMerness; he had 
comforted, fed, and clothed me; he had 
changed my solitary life to the pleasures of 
society ; be had given me frtoids, relations, 
children ; beyond the simple necessaries of 
life, we were surrounded with conveni* 
ences, with comforts, I might almost say 
with luxuries. This was the state of my 
outward condition, but my mind had iui<- 
dergone a still greater revolution. When 
I was thrown upon this coast, I was an 
idle, dioughtless, dissolute being, with pas- 
sions raging in my bosom, over which I 
exerdsed no centroul, and which in their 
gratification might have led me to aai early 
grave ; the obligations of society sat loose- 
ly on me, more £nom want of reflectioa 
than from any radkal depravity; I was 
not void of principle, bat my irregular ap^ 
petites and the bad example of others^ 
^hich I had not fortitode to resist, pre- 
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vailed over my best resolutions. In fact^ I 
was hardly to be looked npon as a think- 
iBg being. That circumstance of my life 
which I considered as the greatest calamity 
that could happen to any human being, (so 
little do we know of the designs of provi- 
dence) turned out to be the most fortu- 
nate ; for to that accident which separated 
me from my disorderly companions, and 
left me naked, as it were, on this shore, I 
ov»e, not only all the happiness I at pre* 
sent enjoy, but the assurance of a still 
greater portion hereafter. My solitary si- 
tuation restored me to myself ; my almost 
miraculous preservation taught me to re- 
flect; reflection brought to my view the 
errors of my past life, my ingratitude to 
my God, and my disobedience to my earth- 
ly parent. I became another creature ; my 
very soul seemed to be purified ; God gave 
me strength and fortitude to bear my suf- 
ferings with an equals with a contented 
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mind. I trusted in him and he delivered 
"xue ; ^^ he hath turned my heaviness into 
joj, and girded me with gladness ; there- 
fore, O my God, I will give thanks unto 
thee for ever T 
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CHAF. XXX. 



About the latter end of September, Belt 
and I went on a party of recreation; we 
took Owen with us, intending to fkh when 
we came into deep water. As we got out 
of the lagoon, the wind came round to 
east, and Bell proposed that we should 
make some stretches into the offing; we 
did so till we got about five miles out be- 
yond the east point of Long Key. This was 
the greatest distance I had been right out 
in my whole time. Now the wind began 
to die away, whereas we had expected 

to return with « fine leading breeze. I 

' VOL. in. N 
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proposed to stand in again. << As you 
please,^ said he ; and away we went before 
it, for the space of half an hour, when it 
died away and became stark calm. We 
found a small current running to the west- 
ward. 

<< Here we are, xnesnnatfl^"' said I ; <' but 
how are we to get back ?^ 

** We must take to our oars,'' he said. 
"t ** And a pretty pidl we «ball hliYe ^ \i^ 
1 replied ; '^^ we shall ^ive a league below 
Ifae key, before we can -get in agam.^ 

We set baird to it, and in about half an 
Jbour got within the current, way^ and thta 
Hletermined to try for seme fish, when tbe 
water should shoal a little. While we 
Iwere thus talking, we observed on the tutw 
;face of th^ sea something that had the ap- 
jpearance of a white ball, and the water in 
agitation all round it. In a stiort tine 
.after, it suddenly rose above the water tD 
liie.heigbt of three feet or moore* We lay en 
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•ur oars to obiser¥e iK Thb wfti trailed 
aeveral tiiMs» We conld not coaoeire what 
it oould be^ but resolred to row gentlj to» 
wards it. When we were within abovit 
thirty yards, we could diacetii it to be 
that kind of fish called the hedge faog^ or 
globe fifth. This fish has the power of 
swelling itself up> so as to become round 
like a baU, and is armed at all points with 
long and sharp darts* Boimd this fiili 
were gathered three «r four doj^insi who 
would every now and then strike it out of 
the water with their tails ; when the globe 
&h fell back on the surface> it would pad* 
^e away with ito under fin to acme dis«- 
tance, very awiftly^ «id then the game wai 
renewed* They went on thus for a consib 
derable time, till Bell chanced to make too 
rough a movement with his oar, when if 
sunk at once like a stone ; so that we eon^ 
eeived it to be mere sport, as the globe fiak 
could thus diseD|;age itself at pleasure from 
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the dolphins that surrounded it. Thit 
scene was a direct confutation of the com- 
mon notion of sailors, that the dolphin is 
never seen within soundings, as at this time 
we had not above eighteen fathoms of 
water, and over patches of rocks. 

We now began to fish in about twelve 
fathoms, and soon had a quantity of diffe- 
rent kinds around us, among which were 
the largest amber fish we had ever seen. 
As we were busy at our sport, we observ- 
ed a fish would follow up what we had 
taken upon our hooks, of a kind we had 
never before seen ; but as he did not shew 
himself high enough to give his true shape, 
I shall give the best description I am able. 
It speared as black as a coffin when cover- 
ed with velvet, with « very large fin on the 
bade, running its whole length. On the 
highest part of this fin, right over the 
shoulders, was a long kind of whip about 
sixteen inches long 4 the upper fork of the 
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tail had the same kind of appendage to it*, 
and these he continually kept playing about. 
The whole fish might be about four feet 
in length. It seemed to be very active 
amongst the other fish, driving about here 
and there, and appeared to be very vora- 
cious ; yet it would not touch our bait, nor 
could we perceive that it offered to snap at 
the other fish, I wished very much to 
take one of them, but found it impos* 
8ibl6. 

Soon after, a small catVpaw came in 
from seaward, and we got up our killick, 
set pur sail and stood in for the bay, with 
the wind increasing, go that we soon arriv- 
ed with our cargo of fish. Among those 
we had taken, were two sorts which de- 
serve some notice ; they are called morays, 
and are commonly about four feet long 
from head to tail, which ends in a com- 
plete point. They are shaped somewhat 
like a sword^ having fins running the wholo 
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letigtii abore tad berow. This fish ig flift; 
9iid Ml rotiad like an edj but moves just 
like W€» twiafing itaeiC into various knotty 
md bites fihftrpljr. One sort is green m 
^ leek ; tbe otber fiaeljr mettled with 
wbite» bl«ck» aod jellonr. TheleoperdV 
skin (ftjinot be more beautifiri. ' ' 

Bj ibb time vre had several joimg fornix 
about uf ; and Harry one daj brought 
home half a doaen flamingoes. While tha^ 
children were picking them, Bell observed 
lo me that for the sake of novekj he vdald 
imke a fom\ pie, with mj wife^s assislance ; 
vbieh was done and baked meelj in one 
fine new oven ; so that now wn edadd boil,, 
roastf bake, stew, barbecue, &c &e. Old 
Hw, our goat, brought two kids,, and they 
sfion began to be so misdiievous, that we 
were obliged to keep a sharp look out over 
what Itn^ we were possessed of; for when* 
ever they could come at it, thay would 
^w and nibble it to^ vag pcesentty^ il 
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lengtk thBj found their way to m j store of 
paper, and began their depredations ac-^ 
eordiBgly. It was with great difficulty I 
kept the wmnn from it; but this was i 
more serious enemy, and must be imme^ 
diately provided against. We held a coan<2 
ml how to proceed. Bell said as my 
wattling work had proved so useful, he wad 
resolved to make a sort of hovel for th^ 
goats, fowls, he. We all went to work 
immediateiy with much spirit ; but it took' 
us up SIX weeks before we had completed 
it to our satisfaction. It was divided intd 
four apartments ; one for the goats, with 
its awn door ; another for the fow4s ; so 
that they could never get out in the mfNrn^ 
ing without our permission. The apart* 
ment for the dogs was oped at all times i 
the last we made our store-room, which 
was three times the size of the others, anii 
w it we stowed our diy wood. Our guOK 
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powder we kept at a good distance, under 
e cavern of (he rocks in the earth. 

The next business Bell undertook was 
to build a kind of fence round the side of 
the stream for our geese and ducks, so 
contrived that thej could with ease play in 
it without wandering too far away, with a 
small house for them in one comer of the 
fence. By the time the whole was finish- 
ed, it had somewhat the appearance of a 
farm-yard ; and by this arrangement we 
preserved our live stock from the tigers 
and wild-cats. Indeed these gentry seldom 
troubled us now. It was my delight in 
the morning to hear the crowing of the 
cock, and the innocent noises of the goats, 
geese, and ducks, calling the boys to give 
them their daily allowance. 

Some short time after this, about twelve 
oVlock in the day, one of our dogs took off 
Dp the hill f^t full speed* Upon this Bell 
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turned out with his gun. I begged him 
not to venture too far from home. Harrj 
floon followed him with his. They did not 
return in less than two hours. They said 
they had followed the dog for more than 
three miles, as they were sure he had scent 
of a deer by the dung they found; and 
that on their return, they had found a nest 
of bees in an old tree full of combs. I in* 
quired how far off it was. They said about 
a mile ; and they were resolved to take it 
that evening, which was the best time.. I 
advised them against it, «nd said, if they 
would leave it till the next day I , would 
go with them. Nothing would do but they 
must set off at once. All I could do was 
to see they were well, arqied. They took 
each a gun and maschut, with fire and 
jpowder. I was in great anxiety during 
their absence ; but in about two hours they 
returned victorious, with a fine parcel of 
combs. I -desired to know how they had 
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gained their prise? They toM me thtf 
ftr§t made up a good fire; then they suifo* 
e«ted them with a sqoih. As no mbchanee 
had happened, we were rejoiced at their 
success ; and we soon found the women 
knew better what to do with the honey 
than to make bread. 

As I happened to be out very early 
the next morning, I pereeired, to my 
astonishment, a great smoke Mow orer 
our eHffl I immediately called out the 
rest. They were all much alarmed. I 
told them this was certainly the eonse^ 
quence of their last nights excursion ; I 
was sure they had left fire in the woods^ 
and if the wind continued southerly, we 
ahould be burnt out. 

We went up the hill and found it to b^ 
•8 I said ; the fire was spread far and 
wide, and made a dreadful appearance. 

« Well/ said I, «« you have found out 
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in exceHent metbdd ta rid us of tifft 

^ Well,"* said BcU, '< and so bt it.'' 
' ^* Aj, bttt jov wiU BOW be at a loss far 
foel, mtlets you go furtber aUictd for it."' • 
' " Never fear," replied Harry^ *^ it will 
■ot come down below «• ;^ and I found 
be was rigbt^ for it stopped at Ike brow of 
the bill. 

Tbe smoke cotitinued aboire three dajrsi; 
When tbe wbole was over we took a walk 
and found all our traps destroyed ; erery 
thing was kid waste, so that the {rfoce for 
the- coctent of two miles was quite naked 
and bare. Upon tbe wbole^ I must coo^ 
fiess, I wa« not entvely displeased, as tbe 
harbour for wild beasts was o^ptatnly broken 
up by it. Though^ on the other hand) 
it was useful to ns^ and added greatly to 
the picturesque beauty of our habitation^ 
whi^ now bore a dreary ajad melancboly 
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ippearance. This affair happened about 
the 27th of December, so that we had a 
rare fire to keep Christmas with. 
- Nothing worth notice happened for some 
time after this, except that we were pes- 
tered with hawks after our chickens, so 
that the boys were fuUj employed An 
l¥atching them. The cat too made bold 
now and then with a chick or two ; but by 
tying him up with a bunch of feathers 
round hi^ neck and under his nose> he left 
off the game. The hawks we put in dread^ 
by fixing a pole with a cross on the top, 
on which we hung the dead hawks we had 
shot. Having provided against .this, we 
were attacked by another enemy, a large 
IBort of snake, that would swallow the 
chicken whole. Owen and Harry often 
«hot them. The latter would roast and 
]eat them, saying, they were a great deli- 
cacy. At length Bell and Nunez conquer* 
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ed their prejudices, and partook of themi 
too. 

One day I entered our dwelling, and 
casting mj eyes on our child America, as 
she lay sleeping on a few plantain leaves, I 
discovered a monstrous centipede ejctended 
^ across her throat. The sight agitated me 
greatly, as I knew if it should sting the in- 
fant in that tender part, the agony it might 
throw her into might prove mortal. I was 
terrified lest the movement of its feet might 
awaken the child, and she might put up 
her hand to remove what had disturbed her, 
in which case it would either sting her 
hand or throat. I therefore gently clapped 
my hand down by it, and with a sudden 
jerk, cast it clear from her. I then killed 
it, and put it into some spirits we kept for 
that purpose, knowing it to be the best an- 
tidote against this poison, by rubbing the 
part injured with it, and it never failed to 
assuage the anguish, and reduce the sweli* 
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TjfSkg. Th^te iBMcts BTttfi k yellow bro^a 
colour, and their general size from four to 
figbt ioAeB in leitgib, ani in breadth 
scarcely an indu Tfaej are scaled on the 
back, as in jmods, with a pair of forceps Ov 
pincers at the taUi and when atigrj erect 
them in a curve forward^ emitting venom 
through sfiftaH apertures into the wound^ 
lirbich turns the part ^uite Uvid^ afid brings 
^n a moflt excruciating torment, wbidi 
sometimes hists tfaree or four hours. 
.^ I pemendber one day as ^y wile wa9 
leaning against the rock, and I waa ta&ing 
to her, X perceived a large scorpioD oloa^ 
l>y her face. I witlidrew gently, and calk 
fd her aws^. When I bad got her front 
tbe place, I shewed it to her, and she wad 
«ot a little thankful, that by my precaution 
^e bad escaped the bile of this maljgBant 
insect, I called Bell, aiid taking a bottle 
^ith a small-quantity of brandy, by an art- 
ful twUcfa be coi^trived to get jt into tb^ 
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bottle; W« perceiv^ed thgt it emitted t 
drop of soine Uqiiid, and it was full iiftiee^ 
miniitei before tbe spirit bad so overpower- 
ed it, that it mif^ be boasidered as 
dead. 

The scorpions are not large, as we never 
saw one above four inches in length, most 
,of tbem being from 2^ to 3 inches* They 
are shipisd in the dorepart something like a 
lobster, having olaws^ but difier much aba£^ 
as I maj say^ for they have a tail of seve- 
ral join tsy in tbe«nd of which is inserted 
a kind of hook» This they uae after the 
same manner as tbe centipede. They ar^ 
p( a psde dirty ydlow, and carry tbeir 
young on ibeir backs. Oqr Indians say 
that if any of their young should chanoe to 
come before them, they will at once devour 
them. . Harry one day shewed me on^, and 
said I should see him make it kill itself. 
He made a circle of burning coals round it. 
Tbe scorpion endeavoured to escape for a 
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time ; at length finding that to be impos- 
sible, began to turn up its sting, and in a 
few moments wounded itself to death. This 
insect, as well . as the centipede, frequents 
damp and retired places, and never yolun<- 
tarilj approaches the light of the day. 

As I am now speaking of insects, I will 
mention something about the spiders, 
though I will not pretend to give a descrip* 
tion of the many sorts that are to be met 
'with here ; but perhq)s the characters of a 
few may give some entertainment. I will 
begin with that which is of the greatest 
magnitude ; and I protest I have seen some 
that would spread the full extent of a mane's 
fingers and thumb. These are very com- 
mon, and make webs exceedingly strong, 
but are not venomous, although they have 
sharp black teeth, and bite if disturbed. 
They sometimes appear with a large round 
white belly about the size of half a dollar ; 
fbui this large body proves to be nothing 
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mdre than a bag, in which they carry their 
young. This bag they ;can dismiss at the 
proper season, and then they lodge it 
against some shelf or place, from which the 
young come forth at their appointed time. 
There is another sort of them, to which I 
gtLve the name of the tiger. It has . no 
settled place of abode, nor does it ever spin 
any web« but keeps on a constant cruize 
after the flies. It is striped black and 
white. Nothing can exceed the craft and 
artifice of this insect. When lying in 
wMt for its prey, you may see him on 
the side of a tr^, rock, or such other 
place, where flies frequent. Here belles 
as if asleep; but ms soon as any fly fixes 
within the distance of about two feet from 
him, be, directly, with a sudden motion 
of his body, faces about, and with his short 
legs adirances slowly towards him ; but if 
the fly mo^es bis position ever so little, in 
an instant he points the same way, and for 
roL. III. o 
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a short time lies motionless, then begins; . 
again to advance exceedingly slow, till he 
comes within the distance of about eight 
inches, when he jumps at once on the poor 
victim, and devours him. 

There is another kind not so large, which 
Bell called red poops, having their after 
parts as red as vermilion. These keep in 
corners, and are constantly spinning threads^ 
and running up and down them. If they 
see a grub or the like, they drop down by 
a thread, and give it a gentle touch, whkh 
instantly kills it ; then they fix more lines 
to it, and draw theiodyupby degrees, hand 
over hand, as our sailors would a bucket 
of tar into the main top. We found it ne- 
cessary to kill them, whenever they wer€ 
found in our habitation, as ^they would at 
times drop down and give us one of their 
■gentle touches, which never failed to occa- 
sion an inflammatory burning, so that it be- 
came necessary :to apply, oil or brandy, 
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either of which would at once assuage the 
pain. 

At times we found a very large spidev, 
back in the uplands^ which deserves to be 
particularly describedi. This aort frequents 
banks which face the rising sun, where they 
make their cells*; they are black and white; 
One day a» I was out with my gun, with 
Harry and Owen, the latter bid me look 
on the bank, and see the great spiders, how 
tbey stopped their holes. I did not attend 
to him at first ; but Harry desired me to 
haltt and said if I went on slowly I should 
see a fine thing. Soon after I observed, 
these spiders run into their holes, and shut 
•the doors after themw On this I took out 
my knife, and picked at one of the doors^ 
.which to my great surprise I found to 
•work to and fro, as on hinges. It wbb 
composed of a thick substance of web, and 
of a circular form. When I had satisfied 
v;iny curiosity thus £ar^. I told them we 
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would witlidntw a Utile and obflerve their 
motions. After waiting some time, one be- 
gan to opm his dtior half waj ; his neigh- 
bour followed him^ then another^ and so on, 
till many threw them* quite back and came 
out. As we were wondering at their csu'i> 
tious sagadtj, oor dog Rover got sight 
of theio^ and drore the whole towa pre* 
sently to close quarters, and preren^ted oar 
further observsticm at that time; 

As^old Nuaeiff was out on the hill, which 
was his constant morning waUc^ he 
thought he dBscorered some canoes at » 
distance to the westward, and came dowB* 
to inform us. Upon this I took mj giass^ 
ted went tip with Bell^ We soon perceiw 
ed two catioes. 

*< These,"" said I> *^ are our new boats,. 
I will venture any wager ; so let us prepare 
a repast for our friends against they oone 

ID. 

In about an how we observed tben^ 
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come round the Kej, ami I could plainly- 
perceinre ten people. I desired Bel) to get 
our boat ready^ that we might go and meet 
them ; which he did, and we came up to 
them in the bay. When within hearing, I 
hailed them,, and they answered, ^ Amigos.^ 
We then put <^befi>re them up the lagoon^ 
and they all came on shore^ being Gatta*- 
loon^ Gaynosanto, and eight other Indians^ 
who most of them had been at our place 
before. We welcomed them in our usual 
manner, and Gatta-loon told me those were 
our two canoes, which tliey bad made 'for 
my use. They likewise brought us four beef 
hides, matting, cotton pieces for our wo- 
men, simie cocoas and coffee seeds^ and 
other things. The canoes were eighteen 
feet lohg, and two and a half feet 1^ the 
lieam, as I may term it^ and would carry 
eight men each with ease. F presented each 
tX them with a small looking-glass, and 
some of our remaining Dutch clothe which 
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was but of little value^ it had been so in«^ 
jured by the moth and time. Bell paid 
fifty dollars into the hands of Gatta-loon^^ 
desiring they would never discover how 
they came by them to the Spaniards^ or to 
n^ntion that they had found them as we 
)iad done. All this they promised to ob- 
^rve strictly, and we doubted not their in- 
tegrity, having had the experience of S9 
many years of their unshaken fidelity. 

Gatta-loon asked Nunez how he liked 
his situation ? The old man said he had 
not enjoyed so much ease and quiet for 
many years past. He then inquired the 
same of Soroteet. His answer was, that 
he thought the Agago, (or as they trans- 
lated it, the killing spirit,) had never found 
the way to our place, or had never heard 
of it ; saying that Manoluvy or Manoluby 
was always among us whenever they came^ 
which they might see by the laughing in 
our faces at all times. By this word thev 
mean general amity or concord. 
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In about three days after our little busi- 
ness was settled, they took their leave to 
return home overland, having brought arms 
with them for that purpose. They said^ 
when they left us, that there was a vessel 
cast away, about half a day^s paddling from 
their place, more to the west. We asked 
them of what people ; byt they could give 
us no satisfactimi, saying they saw none of 
the men dead or alive ; and that she was 
ali to pieces; had a white bottom, one 
mast, and some great guns. From which 
we judged that it might probably be the 
fair 'trader that had so lately visited us^ as 
the description answered exactly. 
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